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Toſhua 7.14. 
Vp, ſanttifie the Prople , and ſay , Santtifie your 
elues againit to morrow : For thus- ſaith the 
Lord God of 1{rach, There i an accar ſed rhing in 
the midi of thee,O Iſrael : Thou cant mt ſtand 
re thine Enemies, wntill ye take away the 
accurſed thing from among you, 
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MDCXXFYEHI, 


To our Royall 2a, and loyall 
Elders of Iſrael, now happily affernbled 
in Parliament, Grace, Mercie, Peace, 
Vnitie , Vnanimitie, Wiſdome, 
Courage,Zeale,for Chriſt, 
for Religion, for the 
Republick,for all 
JSRAEL. 


5 Oſt Noble Senate, bleſſed 
8H) be God the 4uthour, and 
WS) our ofbus , his bleſſed 
19S 1n/rwnent of this your 


happic aſſembling. And, 

es What word Mordocas ſent 
a FL ro He#er in that deplored 
eſtate of Gods people,let 


me be bold totransferre to you, inthe like caſe : 
tho knoweth, whither you are come together for 
ſuch a time a5 this? The Mitegwhichhere I pre. 
ſume to offer into the rich Treaſ#rie of your 
graue wiſdomes, is 1/7aels Fa; A poore Mecdi- 
- tation (conceived formerly,but brought forthin 
this Scaſon, I hope, # 4 good howre) which 
though it bee out of my penurie, for want” of 
better meanes of Expreſſion, yet ſpringeth it 
from the ſuperabundance of my Zeale, and 
heartic well-wiſhing. Andchis Fe# being per- 


fotmed by /oſbus, and the Elders of Iſrael, vpon 
Az Iſracls 
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The BpiHle, 
fo diſcomffture.; Iknew not to whom tnore 
'fatly ro-recodimend it, then to You, our Royall 
and Noble Elders of 1ſrae/,now afſſerabled 
none intire Body renreie entaiile of this 
Charch and State. - All rhis Fa# was about the 
treſpaſſe of one Hthen : Bur it our 1/7ael haue 
many Achaait in it;) the nivre need is there of 
Iſracls Fat; Yernata Feft alone. Itis but the 
Preparatiue to the Purgatiue Potion, as here ; nor 
85 lezebels Faff, to devoure Naloths Vineyard : 
Bur /# acts Fa#t, tb pteſefuc Gods Vineyard, by 
purging out the Trowbler of Iſrael. This troubler 
was Achen, but vnletownto Poſhys & che Elacrs, 
till found out by Diuine Left. , rethe Trou- 
blers of our 1/rael {a concealed; 

Diine L###510 diſcover they? Yet , ſo, God 
wants not his mo, thoſeof his Lore, fuch, a 

ood King/obo + ſaid to his 


Fe 
ſons va 
phets. And ſome muſt ſpeake, leaſt the crying of 


che ſcnſclefſe Sromes rg conuince vs of vn- 
faitbfull cowardiſe, Nor are we to looke after 
extraordinaric Commiſſions, as the Prophers of 
Old, valeſſc we had extraordioaric Inſpications. 
The Word « neere vs, Out of this Word is my 
Meſſage directed to you, O 1eſbua, and Elders of 
J#eel. And this Word it is, which m'1ſt dice®t you 
atthistime in the fiading out of the Trowblers of 
If «el. Now Aches troubled 1ſrae! 1n two ſpeciall 
reſpeds : Firſt, * In dividing Ged from 1/rael: 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, * Indiviging Je! from themſclues, Tok.7.j com- 
Thus all Didiaeys are Trewblers of 1ſrecl.And roi 
theſe rwo Heads may all the Achans, Troublers gf dinifion is | 

If;acl.bee reduced. Now foraſmuch as they are TEE 


m2ny, and a mightic Confederacic : our /oſhus, 
and the E/deys f I/racl now afſernbled, and faft 
ioyned together, are onely all-rogether able to 
cope with them. Nor ſhall it be any preiudice ts 
your graue wiſedomes to take a Precedent, for 
your caficr Proceſle in this maine Bufinefle, out 
of Gods holy word,and from the King and Peo- 
ple of J/racl. King 4/a, and his People being 
about a great Worke cf Reformation, for their 
bexter God-ſpeed, They enter into 4 Conenant to 
ſeeke the Loyd God of theer Fathers with all their 


- = Heart, and with all their Soule : That whoſoencr 


"would not ſeeke the Lord God of Iſrael, ſhould be 
put to death, whither ſmall or great, whither man 
or woman : And they ſware vnts the Lord with « 
loud woyce,and with (houting and with Trumpets, 
and with Cornets : And al Indah reioyced at the 
Oath, fer they had ſworn with all their beart, and 
fought him with their whale deſire, and be wa 
found of them: And the Lord gaze them ref# round 
about. This worthy example I onely nameto 
our apprehenſiue wiſdomes, praying from the 
ttome of my heart, that you would put it in 
ſpeedy execution,as the ground-worke of what- 
ſoeucr good wee may hope or expe by the 
means of this Noble Meeting. Thus ypon ſuch 
A ſolemne generallConenant ſealed by particular 
A4 ſacred 
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facred 0th of cach Member of the Three Bfates 
4 Parliament, the King,the Nobles,and the Howſ# 
of Commons, cither no dividing Achaws will bee 
found lurking among you z or if any, they will 
the mare calily be difcouered, and fo diſcarded, 
Then ia Gu-ds Name goec on,and proſper. Onely 
let Toſhws, and 1/raels Elders goe inſeparably to- 
gether , Lernotthe 4chan- aftion,by their pri- 
uie whiſperings, diuide them, by working dif- 
aff-Fions;For if Achars may but come between, 
they will pur both into extremities. For as Da- 
wid (aid to Joab and Abiſhai, Te are too hard for 
me, yt Sounes of Zeruiah : So the Achan-fation 
may prque too hard for our Dauzd,tor our Toſhws 
4h,wichour the ioynt aſſiſtance of you the Elders 
of  1/7ael, Like the Guiſtan.faftion in France,who 
were to0 hard for King Hemry the Third. In 
ſuch a cale then it is neceflarie, that the Elders 
ſticke' cloſe to Joſboa, to free 1/7acl out of 
Huck#ers hands, It is Solomens aduice, who was 
the wiſcſt King, Take away the exill from the King, 
and bis Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſe. 
Aadthe #zckedthere he compareth tothe Dro/5, 
which being taken from the S;luer, there ſhall 
come forth a Veffell for the Finer,This Droſſe,theſe 
wicked, are the Achans, who ſo long asthey are 
beforethe King, it will be hard for his Throxe to 
be eAabliſhed inrighteouſneſſe. Now to take them 
away(I ſay )thc helpe of you the E/deys is nc- 
ceffarily .rcquired, And doth- not the King call 
you The great Councell of Vs,and of our ay þ 
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The Epiitle; 
Andryour Councell, was it ever moreneccMlarie, 
then naw; whereip-ahe Trowbloxs of {fr 00) baug 
almoſt gotren the Fpp** hand $\t oideo! want o 
. Good: Gog, what powertull Inchanters 
theſe 4obeng, that prefirme they canperiwade 
the World,they are oſhaahs faſter triends,when 
they would moſt divide him-from the Elders of 
I{rae{ ? Toprilwade,they loue.the Head, when 
they ſeeke to pull irfrem the Body ? To perſwade 
they are for the King, when they ſceke to ſtrip 
him of his Sheds ? To perſwade,they are for 
the Sheepherd,, when againſt his Shrepe ? Ta 
af wud Ay they honour the Fa#her, when they 
would ſet him againſt his loving Ch-ldren, and 
loyall: Family ? What a Paradox is. This ? 
herein did Huſhas more approue hiroſclte the 
Kings Friesd, then by his prudent fruſtraiting of 
Achitopbels traiteraus Comn/td and ſogreconciling 
and, reuniting the teuoktd Subzedts ro their true 
Sourraigne f What needed poſting,and packing 
. of Parkiamer t-FleRtions, it all they that fallcly 
etcad as fuithfull Seruicera the Kavg.as Huſhes 
d lapdably co 44/«/ont, wake as (faickfall Serd 
uantsand Friends to the Xng, as Heſhl; was' yo 
Daxid'! Are any afraid, leaſt the Kings Li 
people ſhould chuſe ſuch as are Popithly a 
Qcd,orgf faRions Spirits 4: Burſuch willſtand 
maſt forthe Kirigy-ipplyes. They prerend fo, 
Bur whodoe more-hindet os preitdice che Kirg 
in is neceflarie and- Reyell Smbſidarie R 
then ſuch FaRours f The Lord Jeſus - 8 
ve) - uc 
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| The EpiZtle, : 
ſuch faQions Faftours,and miſcreant Merchants 
both fromiche *ng and Kingdem+ of 1 acl, that 
ſothis Noble 4/embly of Joſhudantt the Eldeys, 
may giue and receiue reciprocall and mutuall 

yes interchangeably t 7oſbua the Head, re- 


 ecjuing from the inferiour principel/ Parts plen- 


tifall nouriſhment conveyed by the NatzralZand 
Fitall Spirits: And Jſrael the Body, receiving 
from oſhas their Head a duc motion preportio- 
nable to the capacitie of each Member,conucy- 
ed by the Animaell Sprrits, ſweetly goucrning, 
preſcruing, and'proteRing, that ſo the whole to. 
ether may increaſe with the _—_ of God, 
here is a Fountaine of an exhaufted Golden 
Mine in the Bowels of all Truc-hearted: Ergltſh 
Ifaclites, which, as the Kings fauour, like the 
Sunne-beames, begets it in them, ſo vpon all fit 
occalions they will be ready in Golden fireames 
abundantly to ſupply their Noble 7:ſhvz#. He 
needs no American-Slauestodigge and force ir, 
nor the Komare mercileſſe Smorato ripit,as once 
out of the Capriue-/ewes Bowels': Bur ie will 
freely owe from Loyall' J/4cel ro their Royal? 
loſins. Andinow, O Noble Eldrys of Yſael,' T 
knowithe Becs come not more loaden with Ho- 
ney tothe Hive, then you ar'this time with in. 
krged affections to miniſter abundant ſpply to 
your iafhach. 1 Doc iron; GodsNarne bravely; 
and like your ſelves.” Fam a poore Sehollar,and 
amzeady toſel]my richeſt treaſure;my-Bookes, 
rather then Joſbaabthall want. _—_ 
(44-1 A y 


The Epiltle, 
Gods bleffing vpon 1eſbus, &:youthe Bldere, 
{fg lo vpon bs you, many Parliaments 
may be called, whercin you may teſtific (if 0c» 
Þ - Aa require ) the copious and perennious 
Treeſure of your loue and loyakic in the; like. 
kind. How is that ©, I, meane nor, Sparinghy,but 
2s 4rennah like a Prince gaue tO King David. Por 
Vers lweralitas fundum nos habet. ButI meane 
( pardoa wy Zeale, which makes me thus bold 
to ſpcake)in the genuine and naturall Genimof 
your tender loue and care forthe ſafetic and ſe-, 
curicie of our Royall Zſhss, of the Crowne, of. 
the Kimgdome,of Kelrgrom and of Vs all. Bat your! 
liberall Subſidics are giuen for that end. True. 
But alas ( pardon ſtill my rudcneſſe; I ſpeaks 
not as 2 Statrs-man,to aduilc ſuch a graue Sent: 
but as a poore Miniiter of Chrift, an watchmay 
of 1/7 ael,to petition rather ) What caneither 3do+: 
ey, or Men, or Manition doc,lo long as Achans 
trouble 1/74el? There i an accurſed thing inthe. 
mid? of thee, 1/74e1 ((aith the Lord) Thee cenf#:: 
wot fand before thine enemies, ntl ye take away © - 
the accurſed thing from among you, Till this bee © 
done.) «cl muſt nor lodke to proſper. We need 
no better warrant,then Gods owne Word fort.” 
It is your Wiſederwe to follow it, {caft.the Cenee-;. 
miges prevaile ouer vs. And rhe ynoltentiamb 1 
tic of theſtace of things calls vpgx —_— 
inſtantly; Ir drayecs Circle ahour your; cn 
bly,as that brau& Romene did with his Stafft abour;;: 
King Hithriduts, nox to flicee, or epprover Bec: 
| a 2 


Th» FpiſMe. | ; 
Ut JoBv9h nd 7faats danger, the acc fORtblt; 
þ=remoned. Iris impiticne(I fpeake no thore 
then what you all know farreberterthen IYr6 {* 
bide rhe exp ation of another Parlramear? Your 
fee «Il chirigs are in ſuch a Precipice, and Hract 
ſwdengeroufly fick, as if you thegreat — MN 
ef Phyſitizns depart withotit curing of it, Il wi 
hue occaffon to deeme the caſedefperare, aud 
itrecouerable, already drawing on a pic to a 
” —_ vnleſle the Great Phyſitian doc m-r. 
cifully and miraculouſly purto his Omn/porenc 
hind? For the 'Achans; the Troublers of 7þ a7, 
haftea the ruine of all. | be” 

-Bue who might thoſe 4chens be ? Your wiſe, 
domes connot be ignorant of them : yer becauſe 
they ar&# my ſicall knot of »iquity, and haue 
cteeeditigly-infinuated themſctuesjntorhe good. 
opinion ofmany {1 hambly crauc leauc,th.c by- 
thediuine Zo# of Gods word, I may alittle dif 
coverthim. All 4chans (as I ſard) are Diniders:  * 

fiftberweene Godand raed: and fecondly (18. 

a Conſequence thereof} berweene Jae! them. 
ſhu&; andrhareſpeciatly, while they mginely 
Labawe ro divide the Head from the Body, Voſhus 

from the E/ders of 1{ acl, And(fſairh Chriſt) .4 
Kivug dome diuided ag aint it ſelf?," canpot fland. 
Theſt Achens; which trouble*ourTiael, are of 
ſundy ſores! 45 firſt , Hſiires and Srminiry 
Prieſhs.\ThAt #te the rins' nd dihin : Of 
ſuck = Lordfaichiin' _—_ thu, becauſe. 
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The Epiſtle. 


ut todeeth. Thele, as they diuide God fram- vs 
hy (erments, to rhey:dinide rhe Sabwedfs trem the 
Kings Thus was wontto be Treaſon, but now a 
daycs'ir would pafls tor goad R-vag 08, 

The fecond kinde ©f Achans troubling Wrael, 
areIdolsy if 4chins weage, and Babylonifh gar- 
ment troudied all Hrach, as aniaccarſed thing : 
how muchwore Poprh Idols 7 ſhall wee hut 
betmeene two oMnions? berweene God and Baal ? 
Either goe after the Lord onely if indeede be be God: 
07 if” Baal be He, govt onclyafter bing, (aid Elich. 
King 4 fparetnort his ' owne Mothers Growe, 
and 14v/; burbrake them downe;yea'de for their 
caule depoſed her from her Repemcy, Oh for the 
like zeale for God ! But certainly if theſe 1dobs 
and Maſſes m_ and Popiſh "Tramperies be 
not ſpeedily boHſhod,\#how bra ft not profper, -O 
Whuel, nor ſting befave thine' Enemies: Downe 
theretore with Popiſh Idols, O'7ofoas, and the 
Elders of Iſrael, which ceaſt norro0 ery of our Fe- 
ruſatem, Downemith it, downe with it, enen to the 
ground, Spire not thele Braty of Baby/or, that 
dafe perke vp foneere to Gods Arke, threatning 
to ſhoulder it out of doores, But you know whar 
befel] the Philiſtins Pager; and you may remem- 
ber what befel| che Romiſh Dagowin = Black- 
frrersvpon their fiſfrf Nenember, So icalous is 
our Arg Hee es brooke a corrivall. But 
ſorne, having beene* Prore#ants formerly , in 

which Religion” they were baptized, comming 
afferwardsto be inucigled to Popery,andthere- 
eg) a 3 upon 


The Epiftle, . 
upon making afolemne yow, ſealed (asthey call 
it) with the Sacrament of the Altar, nevertoalter 
this their new conenarr, make iuch a conſcience 
hereof, as if it food not with faith and honeſty 
to breake it. But doe they not know (valeſſe Po- 
pery hath alrogether blinded their eyes) thit 
any ſuch coucnants or vowes ought neither to 
be'made, nor much lefle to be kept, which haue 
2ny commerce, or relation to /ds/atry5? Doth 
not our Precontrat? to Chrift in our Baptiſme, to 
forſake the Diuell and all bus workes, fruſtrate and 
make void all ſecond contraty with 4nrichriff, 
for the ſetting vp of 7de/atry, one maine worke of 
the (Dzvell? Nothing. therefore ought to im- 
peach our Chriſtian Reſolution and zealc,ia the 
cafbcering of thele Troublers of 1/ract. h 
A third ſort of Cachensare Newtralizers; but - 
ſo, as the Bias of their affeQions, wheeles and 
ſwayes themround to Fopery, Theſe are ſo much 
the more pctnicious plagues to, Ifracl, in that 
vnder the ſeemely vale and maſionlike habit of 
the Church of Englapd, they: labour to bring in 
that old Babylopiſh ſixgmper hoodwinkt, that we, 
ſhould all reacknowledge her for our Mother, 
As may appcarein accrtaine Booke of Private 
Dewuotions(lo called) publiſhed by Awbexity the; 
maine ſcope thereof all along, being to reduce. 
vs all ro one Church, and that gone 'othet, bug, 
(forſooth)the holy Catholike Church of Rome. 
But the whole Myfteric of iniquitic folded 
therein, would require a more particular vaſ 


The Epiftle. 
ding. Theſe Nentralizers, or Popiſh Arminians, 
or Arminias Papiſts, or what ye will, vnder the 
name of the Church of Exgl/and dare vent any 
. Armizian herefie. Asin a Booke lately printed 
by Authority too, there: is this 'moſt blaſphe. 
mous Arminian hereſie, rhat #here is 4 goodneſſe 
obrectiue inthe Creature, which in order of Nature 
is precedent tothe Act or exerciſe of Geds will , 
thus,by neceſſi:ry conſequence making tlic Crea- 
ture a God, hauing 3 ſelfe-being independear, bur 
onely vpon Gods bare Preſcience, vgon which, 
and not vponthart faprema cauſi carfaram, Gods 
will, he hangeth the being,and well being of all 
the Creatures. And this fort and confederacy 
of Achenshaus gotten ſucha high hand, that no 
" Bocke may be ſer our, if it be ducRly againſt 
Popery and Arminianiſme nor againſt Popery 
inſpeciall, but with fome qualification, or In- 
- predict, ſuch as this : That the Church of Rome, 
though ſhe have many errours, yet is 4 true Church, 
Andby this deuice they doe, like Be/a0», migh- 
tily preuaile, and that with great ones, Scholars 
and others, to draw ys to ſome friendly com» 
mcrce and 'correſpondence with that }hvore, 
And they are growneſo much the more confi- 
dent, becauſe they have Authority in their hand, 
either to-approue, or prohibit ,what Books they 
lit. Whercas, if the way were open, as former* 
ly, freely to. print Bookes by Authority againſt 
Popery and. her confederate 4rminiaxs, their 
Neutralizing Achans, as {0 many Owles ny 
F ye 
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| fly intotheir darke Ce/s, as. not able to: behold 


the ſunbeames of the Tywth,, Bur we hope and 
pray, that Joſbus and the Elders of 1/Feecl will tdke 
ſuch order, that inſtead of Popyb and 4rminian . 
Bogkes, Orthodox bookes may be freely publiſh. 
edby Authority, And ſuffer mee to ſpeake, O 
noble Sages of Iſrael (Iam for God, & my King, 
for Religion, and my Country) if you O J!ſba4, 
and the Elders of Iſrael purge not out theſe p: ſti- 
leat Acans, or cloſe clip their wings, they muſt 
needs bring vtter confuſion vpon this ſtare, ere 
it be long, They daily —_ high faubur 
in Court ; they preuaile mightily by theirplaufi- - 
ble, infiauating, intoxicating flattery. They goe 
about {as the Prophet O/ce ſpeakes) to make the 
King \glad with their lyes. Their Theames 'and 
Theorems are, that Kings are pariakers' of Gods, 
ewne Omnipetency ; though this be a divine At- 
ir4bute,incommunicable toayy Creature :"Thar, 
iuſtice can be no Rule or Medium, whereby togiue 
Gad, or the King hs right. As if right were not 
grounded vpon juſtice, as the Rule of it. Take 
away 1»ft;ce, and where is Right ? Or as if the 
ſeruice, which we performe to God, wore nor 
bounded vpon Gods Lawcs, which are holy, 
uſt, and good. Yca, God neither commands, 
nor accepis any ether ſeruice at our hands, but 
ſach as his Law preſcribes. Andthus our ſervice 
becomes :wft and reaſonable, Net with ſuch like 
glofings they thinke, that Principibus placuifſe 
irs non vitima lens eff. 
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The Epiitle, 
Great Potemtates thus to appland, 
They rechow it we little land. © SIT 

Nor'doe they bluſh not onely to preach theſe 
things to the face of the Court, but dare alfo 
publiſhin Prinechis their ſhame to the open 
view of the world, not without great diſhotionr 
both to Ged and the King. 

Now rhe Lord 7eſws deliver our good and 
gracious /oſhue from theſe Achans, thathis ſweet 
diſpoſition may not be inchanted with-their Sy- 
ren-ſongs; Herein the joyat courage and zevle” 
of you the Elders of Iſrael isrequired. Teke away 
theſe Achans from the King, and his throne ſhall be 
eftabhiſhed in righteouſneſſe. 

Many other branches of the Achan-faRtion 
there arc, whom your wiſdomes can moreeaſily 
find out. But the maſter-pecce of your wiſdome 
is,to findout(if any ſuch Monſter be to be found 
in Reram nature)wheae the maine Root and Head 
of all theſabrenches and members hirketh. That 
muſt bedigged and ftockt vp; elſe if it be bur 
pruned, it will but ſprout the thicker. If they 
goc off thas, Gods fearefull ivdgements mrſt * 


- needs fall heauy vpon' this: Land'*If we be luke> 


\warme, and haue 20 coxreee for the truth, the 
Lord willþng5 0ut of his month. But God for- 
bid;. that baſe cowardiſe ſhould fifer Gods 


. Truth,Religion, King, Crowne;Kingdeme, Church, 
, euery mothers ſopne of vs, to- þe by a-packe of” 


tx2/t'rous Acbans (and fo many worthies in If- 
rael, deſccnd«d ' of the magnanimous bloud of: 


their 


aac. 
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, The Eps/tle, 
their thumbs vnder their girdles) betraid into the 
pawes of the Beef, &cheared & nolewiped cuen to 
theirface,that the whole ſtate,as oneman,may take 
that ſayinginthe Poet, Pradens, ſcitns, vin, 
Jenſe peres And that (I ſay) by &«/ttrows Achans. 
For wheſocuer arc traitors to Truth, and the 
Religion eſtabliſhed, whereon the Krugs: Throne is 
firmely e#abliſbed, whether they be dirc Traitors 
ro the Stare, I leaue to your wiſedomes to judge : 
bur this I dare boldly affirme, Traitours they are by 
neceſſary co nce, betraying vs into our cne- 
mics hands,by making God our Enemy, as too ma- 
ny diſaſtrousinſtances haue proved, and as Achans 
inſtance in this Booke will plainly ſhow. 

Inthe nameof God therefore, O ye noble wor- 
thics of Iſrael, quit your ſelues like men : God hath 
now put a precious opportunity into your hangs ; 
The Lord ſtrengthen you to lay faſt 'hold vpon it, 
and ſo to husband it, that the ifluc may be to his 
glory, tothe my of our royall 1ofbus, and 
you his loyall Counſel, and of all the Iſraci of God. 

Not to importune your wiſedomes further (vn- 

lefle for pardon of my impartunity ; wherein yet 
your noble propenfity willnor cafily brooke to be 
importuned to pardancrrors of zeale and true af. 
fefion) I will onelycraue leave (for conchufion) 
to apply S. Amug.prayer inthe ftege of Hippo. Noner- 
bermpore neftre calamitatus Deum rogart vt 

' aut hanc cinitatem ab heftibus circundatam l;berare 
djgnetur ant fidlind et videnr, ſues ſerues ad prefe- 
rendam ſnem voluntctem fortes faciat, aut cer? vt 
Pat for . | | _e 


The Epitthe, 
me de hos ſaculs ad e accipiat, Which I Engliſh 
thus : b/c to God in this tims of 1ſracls cals- 
mit y is, that either it would pleaſe him to deliner and 
free this Church and Stats from circummenting A” 
chans, or if etherwiſe he ſee it goad, that ho-would iu- 
courage, hi ſernants to preferre his will, by landing 
up courazionſly for the truth to the wery laſt, or - 
that hee would receiue mee to himſelfe oat of this 
wretched world, that I may not line to be 4 miſerable 
ſpeitator of the wofull wracke of my ſweet natine Conte 
trey. YctI hope better, and the beſt things, while 
Teſbna «nd the Elders of tffact ioyne ſweetly => | 
ther ina mutuall and inſeparable ſympathy for 
wealc or woe of 1/74, imitating Jy/bue and Hraels 
Eleers here throughout, as followeth. in chis inſu- 
ing TraQ. —- 


'By the woſf unworthy yet bunob la 


and fairhfull ſernant of (orift and 
of Iſracl,of Lofhna and the Eldere, 


Henry Burton. 
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loſhua 7. 6. &c. 


And loſhua rent his cloathes,&c. 


S a lolemne Falt is 
very pretious, when duc- 
ly and dutifully perfor- 
med:ſo, when otherwiſe, 
very perillous. That our 
Faſt may prooue no lefle 
acceptable to God , then 
profitable & cofortableto 
murſclues, we cannot haue 
a more exact precedent 
for our imitation and in- 
ſtrution, then ona, 
| with thcElders of Ifracl. 
| eAnd Ioſhua rent his cloathes,c>5c. From this verſe, to 
: 

| 


the end of the Chapter, arecontained theſe generals: 1 79- 
huchs ARt,with the Elders of Iſrael, tothe 10 "'verle. Se- 
condly,Gods charge and direction to [o/pua, from that to 
the 16" verſe. Thirdly, Ioſawuahs execution of it, from thence 
to the laſt verſe. Fourthly, the ſuccefle thereof, laide downe 
| firſt in the Radicall, S» the Lord turned from the fierceneſſe of 
| Lis anger,v.26.Then ina particular braunch and fruit, I/rae/s 
viitory ,Chap.8, 
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Firſt for Ioſanuahs Ad: Itisa very fad humiliation, and 
may well ſtand for a juſt platforme of a ſolemne and religi- 
ous faſt, inall the parts and appertinencies of it, as wee ſhall 
ſec anone. Bur before we enter into this howſe of monrning, 
the very firſt waxdin our Text, asthe Porch , invitcth vs 
to pauſe, pointing vs backe, to looke vpon the occaſion of 
this great and grievous humiliation. And Io/bna, cc. Or as 
ſome tranſlations,Then To/pua,&c. Or as the vulgar Latine, 
Br loſhna,&cAll comes to one reckoning. Itisa word of 
coherence,with what went immediatly before,namely 1/37 
els diſcomfiture,the occaſion of Io/pnahs difcomtort. 
But what might the diſcomfiture bee, tromoue {ogreat a 
mourning? Surely three thouſand liraclites had braucly vn- 
dertakento aflaultand ſurpriſc the City As : but they were 
ſhametully repulſed with the lofle of fix and thirty men. A- 
las! Isthis ſogrcata matter to moue the moſt couragious 
Generall Toa to rent his cloathes? Yea,and thoſe ſage El. 
ders of Iſrael with him? Farre be it. Such geſture may ſeeme 
fitter for ign-ble and imbellious ſpirits, then for the brauc 
To/huah,and the graue Rulers of I (acl It might ſeeme ro 
haue beſeemed loſara rather to hane buckled on his Armor, 
then to hauc rent his cloathes; to marchinto the held, then 
ro lye on his face ; tofall vpon the enemy , then vpon the 
carth; to bee powdering the enemies pate with his ſtecle, 
then his owne noblc head with duſt. What was the loſſe of 
36 men? A fica-biting in compariſon. And the lofle might be 
imputed cither to the difproportion of the number, three 
thouſand to a whole city,or to the diſadvantage of ground, 
for they of As {more 1/rae/ 1n the going downe of the Sun: 
or to the pride of thoſe three thouſand, puffed vp for thei: 
parts, withtheir late conqueſt of Tericho, perhaps preſu- 
ming, that,as of Tericbs, ſothe walls of e£: would preſfentl; 
fall downe,and giuc them poſſeſſion; or to the ſtrattand cx- 
tremity of the enemy, now putto thelaſt pinch , which 
mightredouble their courage and ſtrength , to fight 1t out 
deſpcrately, fith in fight rather then in flight was ſafely; o1 


'fi0 ncither, beſt to dye braucly inthe bed of honour , it 1s 
their 


\ */ 
thoir lait tight. Now the likelyclt wayto curcall this, was 
{or I-/a#ato gino a ircſh aſtaule , to double his files and his 
forces to regaine I/rae{s loſle. Yca,for Toſona thus to dejet 
himſeltc vpon ſo ſiight an occaſion , might ſceme to argue 
humotf an abiect and degenerous ſpirit » Not belceming the 
Captaine of Gods people; it might alto provoke the Cana- 
anite the more infolently to truumphll, itin thoſe dayes there 
had beeng bur a Icſuite lurking among |/raels rents, to fend 
{ecretintelhigence tothe enemy. 

But the noble 10/44 law more 1m this (mall diſcomfiture 
ehen {G. For firſt, though but 36 of the Itraclites were ſlaine, 
vet tolohuathc life of one I/raclite was more prectous,then 
tenthouſand of the vnctrcumcited. Yea, haue not heathen 
(Captaincs ſhowed thelike affetionto their Cirizens ? It 
was Pericles glory on his death-bed, that hencuer cauſed a- 
ny of his Citizens to weare mourntng attire. And the great 
Scipio, when he was told by one,that he might winne fucha 
city,it hc would cxpolc but 300 of his men to loſſe: anſwe- 
red, he had rather pretcruc one Citizen, then kill athouſand 
Encemics. Why not Io/574 much more? Ita Grecian or Ro- 
mane Citizen were fo deare to their Emperours, how much 
more an Hrachitc ro [oſhua? Burt 18 L//7 & the Elders were 
ſo affected for the lofle of ſo tew Traclites, what would they 
hauc beene, it many thouſands of Gods people, had beenc 
ſpoyledby the Enemy ? How neerely would it hane ton- 
ched thcmyitthe whole inheritance of their brethren, the 
two Tribesanda halfc beyond Iordan,had beene taken away 
by the Heathen? We ſechere what kinde of ſport, pleaſure, 
paſtime, lo/2ua and 1/-aels Elders vied,inſo ſmala difom. 
ture of Gods people. They ſeeke not now with ſome madde 
mirth,as the hearing of a play ,or ſeeing ofa Maske, tocon- 
turc downe the ſpirit of a little fad Melancholy : but them- 
{clues are Actors ina moſt tragick Scene. 

Secondly,not onely 36 had loſt their hues, but vponthis, 


all che Tribcs and Troopesot I/-ae/ had loſt their hearts. For 


thereupon the hearts of the people melteg, and became as 
watcr. They who but a lictle before wereas Lyons, arcnow 
B 2 he. 
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become like a ſort of ſheep. A fearetul condition, and a ligne 


' of divine deſertion;for as Moſes ſaid, How ſhould one chaſe 
4 thouſand,and two put ten thouſand to flight except their Roch: 


had ſould them,and the Lord had (put them vp?Eucn as ſheep 
in a penne,caficto beraken. Whar if the Enemy had taken 
courage, & vied thisoportunity,iu//raelsconſtcrnatio? High 
time then for To/ohuahs Proſtration toinrerpole it (elf. Pray- 
ers and tcares were now(asalwayes) 1/racls belt EU 

Thirdly, this repulſc was greatly to 1/-ae/s reproach; no 
{mall touch to Toſpnahs good heart. O Lord laith he) whar 
ſhall I ſay when 1ſrael trrneth their backs before their enemies? 
Now might the heathen begin to bee ofanother minde, that 
I/ae/ wasnot invincible:and rheretore might contederatea- 
gainſt I/-ael,& refolue,as once the Phz/:/#+25,v pou a former 
defeat giucn to Iſrael, Be ſtrong,and quit your ſelues like men, 
O ye Philiſtums. 

Finally, that which abouc all moucd ſoa & the Elders 
thus to humble the'(clues, was the glory of I/7ae/s God, now 
ſuffering by I/-aels repulic. For now the heathen might lay, 
Where 1s now their God?Now the I/-aelites themſclucs might 
begin todoubt of the truth ofGods promiſes, wherein,vpon 
this occaſion,ſuch an interruption & breach was made. This 
was that which troubled [ona,that he ſaid, And whar wilt 
thou doe wnto thy great Name? v.g. Theſe were the mottues 
of To/ſhahs mourning. 

But what might be the cauſc of this di{comfiture, & con- 
iternation of I/rae/?v:1.It was 1ſracls in. The children of 1/- 
racl committed a treſpaſſe tn the accurſed thing: for Achan, &c. 
tooke of the accurſed thing,and the anger of the Lord was kind- 
led againſt the children of Iſrael. This may ſeeme no leflc 
ſtrange to caute I/#ae!s diſcomfiture;then it ſlight, to occa- 
fion Iona to fall onthe carth. But I/-ael had tranigreſled. 
Why I/-ae/? Was it not Achan alone? Againe,what was eA- 
chans (in? Any more then the taking of a Babyloniſh garmet, 
200 ſhckels of filner, & a wedge of goldof 50 ſhekels? And 
was it not of the ſpoyle of Iericho? And was not eAchana 
Prince 1n ;/7ael, of the regal Tribe? Might not his perſo chal- 
lenge {0 much cf theſpoyle,atleaſt for his ſhare? Might not 
ſo. 
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great a perſonage deſireto reſerue ſucha Babyloniſh Re- 
lique for a monument? How ſo great a fin then? If ſomepart 
at leaſt,of thoſe 3000 ſent againſt As had bin 1dolaters, [/rae/ 
might, not without cauſe, haue ſuſpected ſome diſaſtrous t{- 
ſue, As if a Proteſtant ſRate,ſhould amongProteſtant ſubjects 
(when ir hath cnow) ſend ſuchas are Popilſh idolaters for 
{ouldiers & captains againſt a forraine enemy of the Popiſh 
religis, were it not cauſe ſufficient to defeate & fruſtrate the 
whole expeditio, & to ſend the ſcattered & defeated army 
home again with no lefſe ſhame,thenloſſe? Much more if i- 
dols do,not as Achan,lurke at home,butdare with open face 
perk vp,asDagon,cheek by towle,by Gods Ark. Yet Achans 
one lurk ing fin was provocation ſufficient to cauſe T/-ae/to 
rurne their backs. How ſo? For the Lord had giuen a ſpeciall 
ſtri& charge tothe contrary , that no man ſhouldreſerue 
onght of lerzco to his proper v {c;all muſt be devowed to the 
fire,only the gold & filuer conſecrated to Gods Tabernacle. 
Therfore no tmal ſin, vhichGods {cuere comand aggravats, 
$.ant had a faire pretence of reſcruing Agag, & the tatteſb of 
the cattel,the (poll CO —_— the for ſacriſice;but 
it excuſed not his rebellio in difobeying Gods comandemet 
tor the 1nternecion of Amaleb ;yeait colt him his kingdome. 
Yea,but though Achans (in were ſo great, yet it was his 
own. How dothl/-ae/then ſtand charged with it? W hat rea- 
ſon,is this, [/rael hath tranſy reſſed; for Achan tooke of the ac- 
curſed thing? Shall not the indge of all the world do right? Shall 
Iſrael be culpable for one mans offence? Farre be it.. Nay, 
more then that,this fin of Achan was ſecret, hid fro oſhna, & 
the Elders of 1/rael. Indeed it they had knowne of it, & not 
puniſhed it,they had made themlclues acceſlaries,&e fo, cul- 
pable of ir. The whole Tribe of Benzamin(a memorable E re- 
imarkable example) came robee extin&t (except a600,the 
poore * remnant of many thouſands )only for conniving and 
countenancing a tew.ſons of Belial inG:beah,who had abuſed 
the Levites wife. Let [/rae/read the whole ſtory, and learne 
roabhorre ſuch countenancing, ſuch connivency of fin inthe 
fons of Beltal. It was in thoſe dayes, whenthere was no king 
inT/-ae/.$0 it was the lcfſe marnaile, that open crying ſinnes 
3 being 


1 Sam\f <4 


* 25200, 


Jam,1.14. 


Gen.z tl, 


* (en.z - 
Hoſh,12,4 


JR 


6) 
being countenanced,and walking vnder proteHtion(as theh 
ofa whole Tribe) ſhould plainely argue,there was no King 
in I{racl. An openſinne then, though bur of one Achax vnpu« 
niſhed, might with ſome colour of realon be faid to involue 
Iſrael with the ſame ingagement withthe author and atour 
of it:but eAchar; ſinne was yet concealed from Iſrael, they 
knew not of it,uuch lefſe conmved at it, lcaſt of all counte- 
nancedit. Indeed we read,that facritice was offcred cuen - 
for linnes of ignorance. And we know by expericnce,that an 
Impoſtume bred within the body, vaknowne, vntelt, isno 
leſſe dangerous to the whole,if not more , thenan outward 
knowne Gangreene,or Canker. Howloeuer,wce tee heere, 
that for Achazs (in, Ifracl is counteda tranigreflcur: yea, ail 
Uracl{martsfor it. 

Heere is then by the way a point of in{truction for Iſracl, 
that one Achans (inne is enoughto trouble, to endanger all 
Iiracl( ſecret though it were )till it beremoued. Nor goes 
this example alone. [oxarbay,King Saxls Son, for but taſting 
a little honey with the tippe of his rod, and that in his great 
neceſlity,ignorant of any the Kings comimaund to the con- 
trary,cauſed Gods Oracle to bee lilent, aſigne of Gods dil- 
pleaſure againſt Iſrael, Rachel, hauing itollen away herFa- 
thers Idols(not for any zcale of depriuing her father of the 
meanes of his Idolatry,butrather out of a blinde loue to her 
olde Idole-acquaintance)how did ſhee indanger the whole 
Family of 7acob her husband , while Labas in zeale of his 
falſe gods (the moſt turiousand bloody zealc of all othcr) 
purſued him with all his power, butthat the Lord interpo- 
ſed himſelfe by a monitory dreame? Again, while theſe idols 
lurked ſtill in Iacobs houſe, vnknowne (good man) ro him, 
was not heand all his in danger of hisbrother Eſars invete- 
rate hatred and armed malice, now marching againſt him, 
but that Gods mercy came betweene, crowning Iecob with 
the name of I{rael, which hee had ſo ſtoutly and devourly 
* wraſtled for, telling him, thatas hec had prevailed with 
God,fo he ſhould with men,heereby arming him withaſflu- 
rance againlt hisbrother? Bur you will fay,this was vpon 
All 
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anolde quarrell. True. Yet Rachels Idoles might helpe to re- 

viuc it. For(obſcrue it ) Lecob had no ſecurity from dangers, 

till his houſe was purged of ſuch ſtuffe. For no ſooner was 

this brunt ouer,but a third danger encounters him , to wit, 
thequarrell of the Sychemites and their Confederates again(t 
I{racland his Family.It was foule on both ſides;butthe lur- 

king idoles in Iacobs houſe (] dare be bold to fay )miniſters 

cither fire, or fc well, to cauſe it burne the fiercer. Note the 

iſſue well. Izcob purpoling with —_— togoe & ere an 

Altar at Bethel,there to worſhip the Lord in purity without Gen-34.& 35] 
mixture,firſt purgeth hisfamily ofal their idols. Then, then, 

I ſay,&not beforcthe feare of the Lord fell vponthe cities round Ge043 5:54 
about, that they purſucd not the ſons of Tacob. Till this time, 

we ſee,I/rael had no reſt, nor ſecurity fro his enemies. How 

much more is this verified of {uch {1n,when it is once come 

to a headand full height? For the purpoſe. What reigne WAS 

cuer more famouſly peaceable,then that of Salomon? yet in 

his olde age,doting on his idoles, by reaſon of his ſtrange 
wiues,how didthis trouble [/-ae/? God beganne to profane 1 Kings 11, 
the glory of that peaceable Kingdome, by raifing vp ſundry : Kings: 2, 
adverſariesto vexe him. And Rehoboanr, his ſonne infiſting ' King.t4421, 
in his Fathers ſteps of idolatry (his mother beingan Ammo. 

fHireſſe )and adding to his Fathers little finger his own loines 

and oppreſlions,to his rods his own ſcorptons, was the cauſe 

ofan incurable rent in 1/-ael, ofan irrevocable defeRion of 

the ten Tribes,and of the ſpoyle of the treaſure of the Lords 
Houſe,and of all tho!e goodly golden veflels and vrenfils of 

the Temple by the King of Eg ypr,though from thence Salo- 

non had marryed hiswife. So little confidence is there in 
marriage, league and alliance, where idolatry 15a ſticklar. 7r 

a word,inthe Law of IMoſes, ifa man committed murther 

in ſhedding innocent blood, the whole Land ſtood guilty 

of it, till it were expiated by the death of hun that ſhed it, 
Numb.35.33. / 

But how ſtands this with reaſonor equity, that one mans 
ſiningagesa whole Land? Yes,very well. For cuery King- 
dome isa body politick. And one member gangreend,cn- 

| | dangers 
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-=:-Iimedicabile dangers the wholc bod y,ifit be not prevented; and better 
vulnus Enſe 1e- the 1ncurable member be cut oft. Better, faith {bri//,thart one 
cidendum eſt, ne qywher periſh,the the whole body be caſt into hel fire. Again, 
dy Perea 4 finiis ot a leprous nature, it quickly ſpreads ouer the whole. 
tins v1us, quzzs This being well waighed,it concerneseuery childe of I{- 
unitis. raelto apply 1: to himſelt,to {mite vpon his thigh, to examin 
his con(cience,to find outthe traytor-lin, Achars ſin,to wir, 
the cloſe or open raigning (inne,the finne of maintenance,of 
courſe,ofcuſtome, othabite, the ſinne of cebellion and con- 
tumacy, whichels betrayes himſelte,and Ifracl with him. 

Secondly,this ſhould ſtirre vp the whole ſtate when they 

ſce & feele,that nothing proſpereth,bur all things goe back- 

ward with Iſrael, to hiible theſelues in ſackcloth & aſhes, & 

withalto ſearch outthe Achan,& purge out the lin that trou- 

4 bleth Ifrael. For till then,no peace, no proſperity tor Iiracl. 
Thirdly,this ſhould teach all true Iſraclites to condolethe 

tranſgreſlions of others,as wherein themſclues are ſo deeply 

interefſed: when thy neighbors houle 1s on fire,it concernes 

| thee neerely to quench it. And weearc indangerednot onely 
--Paries cm by vicinity & neighbourhood of nature & ſociety,but much 
na 4, nore,if we become Acceſſories of others ſin, either by not 
_ —_ preventing it when we may,or not laboring tor their reme- 
dy by pratcr or per{waſio;or much more, by countenancing, 
applauding,& approuing it, or alſo in not cutting it oft kwhe 

no other remedy wil remoue it ) withI/raels ſword of juſtice 

In the laſt place 1/rael may — this one example of 

Achan,in what ſtate it ſtandeth. For if oneeAchays linne,and 

that vnknowne to /+ael, proucd ſo diſaſtrous,ſodangerous: 

then how lamentable is the condition of I/rae! , when the 

Land is full of Achans, and the fins of thoſe eAHchans not ſo 

ſhamefaſt,as to ſecke to hidethemſeclues in corners, but dare 

diſplay themſelues vpon the open theater? Such as ſay, with 

onr tongue will we prevaile,our lippes are our owne,who 1s Loyd 

oner v5?Such as fit in the ( haire of ſcorners.Such aS {in with a 

high hand,( wm privilegto. Thenir is high time for loſhua, 

and the Elders of 1/rae/ to rent their cloathes, to faſte and 

pray,and more then that too, as WE ſhall ſcc anone, , 
ro 
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(9) 
Procced we from Achans (in,the Caule, to the efte, I/- 
yaels diſcomfiturce,the occaſion of Ioſpra's diſcomfort, with 
the Elders of I/racl. Achan now perhaps (if his guilty con- 
ſcience gaue him lcaue) was aſleepe in his Tent, as Ionas in 
the ſhippe,or his luſt exerciled his eyes in beholding of his 
new Babyloniſh garment, his gold and filuer wedges, the 
while his innocent brethren ſmarted for it. But Io/ana & the 
Elders of I/-ael.guided by another .Spirit,then of ſupine & 
careles ſeniuality, were now inthe deep of humiliatto for I/- 
rael, & that vpon ſo {mall an occat10 in copariſon,& to fe to. 
Here is then another leſſon for I/-ae/,to know & acknow- 
ledge it tor the greateſt happines,when in their afftiition, 
or ſo,they haue ſacha Toa and Elders, compaſſionate and 
tender-heart:d towards thcir people,& tuch as are heartily 
affected with,as chiefly, the lcaſt reproach done to I/#ael- 
God, ſo rhe leaſt dammage or deſpight done to Gods I/-ae/ 
by the enemy of both. Such was I/r2els happincs here, Yea 
ſuch was Egypts happines, vvhen, next to Pharaob, loſeph Gen,41,48, 
was (ct quer them, betore whom the King cauſed to be pro- 
claymed,eAbrech, which is render Father;the beſt Title,be- 
ſeeming the Gouernours of 1/rae/. Such was Davids 2. Sam, 1,17. 
affection, who mournes for Saul and ITonathan, & Iſra- 
el: di\comfiture by the Philiſtims, vpon the mountaines of 
Giulboa. Yea how was Davidtouched only tor a diſgrace his ' 
ſervants ſuffered from the King of «Ammon, whom he had 
ſent in Kindnes to congratulate ? Nor was it an 1mbellious 
ſorrow, bur ſuch as became the King of 1/rae/ to gxpreſſe in 
a noble revenge. Alſothis King Davida, vyhen through his 
default, his people vvere plagued,vvhat an humble ſpirit, 8 
fatherly affection did he expreſſe tovvards them, vvhen he 
{laid tothe Lord: Loe,I hae ſinned (+ done wickedly but theſe 2,52, 24.17, 
ſreepywhat hane they done? Let thine hand I pray thee be againſt 
mee, and againſt my Fathers houſe. nder fuch loſephs,vnder 
ſuch I-ſnas,and ” Fang wa fuch Davids,1/rael howſoe- 
ver afflicted, yet cannot periſh, Flt iſtarum lachrymaruns 
perire non poſſunt. The Sonnes of ſuch compaſſionate Fathers 
can never periſh. There-13 euct hope, for 1/rael vnder fuch 
a laſbna and Elders. Iſrael vvas never carried cap- 
C Mme 


Pſal, 72, 
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(10) 
tige;btt vader wicked and cruell idolatrous Kings. A ptous 
and well affe&ted Prince, being as a noble head, which ever 
keeping aboue water,preſerues the body,though vnder wa- 
ter, from ſinking. 

And how well dothitbecome all Io/ua*rand Rulers of 
Gods people, to bee thus tenderly aftefted with the good 
or evill of I/-ael? For firſt, as they are next vnto and vnder 
God in their power and ſoveratgnety ouer his people: fo in 
their Io/ona-like affetion ; they doe moſt neerely imftate 
God himſelte, of whom itis fayd, Eſay 63.9. In all their af- 
fliftions he was afflifted. Againe, Princes and Rulers,though 
they be by callingand oftice called Gods, yet in naturc they 
are men, and ſhall die like men, as King Dav4d faith; they 
are of the ſame mould and mertall ot their people, to knit 
them in a ſympathy of aftetion with them. Theretore even 
Ghriſt the Sonne of God tooke our Nature, with the infir- 
mitics of it, that he might be a mercitull High-prieſt, and 
hauing experience of our temptations, hee' might ſuccour 
them thatare tempted. Asthat noble Heathex.Queene ſaid, 
Non ignara mali,miſerts ſuccurrere diſes: having experience 
of milcry my ſelfe,I learne hereby toſuccour the miſerable. 
Princes are alſocalled Patyes Patrte; Fathers of their Coun- 
trey, whole ſubjects are not more their ſeruants induty, 
thentheir ſonnes in loue. Alſo ſheapheards of the People. 
And the good ſheepheard binds vp the broken, ſeekes out 
the loſt ſheepe,and bringsit home on his backe rejoycing. 
Yea, Pringes are Geds ſervants and ſtewards, whote chiete 
office it is to maintaine and vindicate the honour of their 
Lord. Laſtly, how neerely doth the weale or woe of the ſub- 
jeRs touch the Prince? for itis his owne weale or woe. If 
bur the toote, the moſt inferiour member,bee pained, the 
head by and by feeleth ir as its owne paine, it ſtoopeth to 
helpe it;as euen wiſdome would, the head ſhould rather re- 
gard rhe commodity, then objet the diſtance. It the 
tecte be in fetters,the head cannot be free. 

[1s 1/--els office then alwayes to pray for ſuch Toanas, 
that ſuch gracious and pious Princes may euer raigne ouer 
them: 
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(11) 
them. Secondly, I/racl muſt be carctull to walke worthy of 
ſich Io/axa's, both torthe abtayning,and the long enjoying 
ot them. Thirdly, it Iofxaand the Elders of I/-aet bee thus 
moved cuen tor the leaſt calamitics of their brethren; then 
how ought our whole I/#ael to bee affefted with the daily 
and heauy calamitics ot Gods peoplc,only divided from vs 
in diſtance of place, not in difference of participation with 
Chriſt our head? Fourthly, hauing tuch loſoxa's and Elders, 
who,like good Fathers, are tenderly affected with the leaſt 
calamity ot Gods people, how thanketull ought we to be to 
God for them, and toexpreſſe this our thanketulnes in al! 
pious offices,and liberall bencficence, that nothing bee lac- 
king either for ornament to their princelike port, or much 
more bor the neccſlary tupport ofthe Crown & kingdome? 
In the laſt place,it 1/7ae/ haue receiued farre greater repul- 
{es, & reproches,then now I/-aet had done, I/zael had need 
to be ſomuch the more humbled , it poflible , then here 
Iona & the Elders were. And fo mach of the occation mo- 
ving lou with the Elders of I/rae!thusto hitble theſehues. 
Come wee now to their at it {clfe, Therein conſider 2, 
things. 1. The Circumſtances. 2. The Subſtance of ir. The 
circumitancesarc 3- 1.Ot the Perions,the Actors, Iona & 
the Elders of I/-ae/. 2. Of the place, Betore thc Arke of the 
Lord- 3. Ot the time,vntill the eventide. I he ſubſtance of 
the at conlifts partly of Actionand behautour, & partly of 
ſpeech. Their atio or behautour was threefold: 1.T hey rent 
their cloathes: 2 they fell tothe earth vpo their faces 3.they 
put duſt vpon thcir heads. All thisv. 6. Thcir ftpeech is a 
prayer or zealous & hiuble expoſtulatto with God.v. 7.8. g. 
Al which being jointly cotidered,they reprefentvnto vs an 
exact pattern & plattorme of folene & publick Faſt. Which 
will the better appeare,it we a litle opE every peece a part 
Firſt, fqrthe Perſons. 7o/ona tor his perſon was of emi- 
nent gitts aud graces. He was one of the Twelue;that were 
ſent tc view thedand of Canaan, one of the two,that incou- 
ragedthe people td goe take poileſſton, contrary tothe di: 
couragements of the other ten. He only was with Aoſes in 
the holy Mount thole forty daicsand forty nights. Hee was 


a, "1 


we 
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2 man moſt zcalous of Gods glory, in his pure worſhip and 
ſeruice. So that in his pious and pithy exhortation tothe 
people,Chap. 24. to feare the Lord, to {erue him in finceri- 
ty; andin truth,to abandon their ſtrange Gods : he conclu- 
deth,in caſe they wouldnot,ſfaying: As forme, and my houſe, 
wee will ſerwe the Lord. Yeahee made acouenant with the 
people to put away their idols, and images, thole ſtrange 
gods;ſct them a ſtatute and ordinance,Chap. 24.25. He ere- 
ed alſoa ſtone for a monument,& witneſle for perpetuity 
vnto ſtoſterity. A moſt excellent Preccdentfor Princes hee 
was, {ith the only rule of his Regimet was the word of God, 
the wiſeſt Counſellour of Kinges, if they would haue their 
affaires to protper. As [oſh.1.2. 8. He tooke not hts Prece- 
dent from his predeceſſor Meſes,though he were a wiſe & 
a good man, but ſo farre as he was regulated by the only rule 
of Gods word. The wilſeſt politicians may foulely crre in 
their gouernment, wheſe precedents may proue the more 
perillous to their followers, when out ct an admiration and 
high opinio of their wiſdome, they withall ſwallow down 
their great crrors, digeſting theas corrupt blood into all the 
veinesof the body politick;but they that folow Gods word, 
canoterre. This made David wiſer then his teachers,the the 
aged,the his cnimics. P/.119.98.Ina word. Jo/pua is not no- 
ted of any vice in Scripture,as even Aoſes and Aaron were. 

Againe,for his office and calling,he was Woſes ſucceilor, 


appointed by Godtoleade his people into the poſſcflion of 


the promiſed land. Herein alfo,according to his name, /eho- 


ſhua or Teſus which fignitieth a Sautour, hee was a type of 


Icſus Chriſt, who conducts his people into the heauely Ca- 
naan, Moſes and Aaron were detectiue and faulty,for which 
cauſe they mightnot codudt the people into Canaan;which 
is alſo a myſtery,fignitying,that the law, thoſe legall and le- 
viticall obſcrvances were defectiue , and fo could not bring 


Iſrael into Canaan: poſſeſlion:onely Toſpna, which is Ieſws,, 


(in whom no fault is found,noted in Scripture;no more the 
Alclhiſedechs genealogy ,to make him a type of Chriſts e- 
ecrnall Pricſt-hood; though neither To/2x4, as a man, was 
voyde of all fin,nor ©AMelchiſedech with out Parents) Io/pza 
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(I fay )aliuely type of /e/m(briſt, was he,that muſt put gods 
people in the poſſeſſion of the promiſed land . This is that 
Jehoſbua here who humbleth himſelf, and with him the El- 
dersof Iſrael. whether they werethe chietof the tribes or of 
the families of 1/ael,or elſe thoſe 70 Elders, mentionedFx. 
24.1.Thechicf of I/-ae/they were without queſtto. And the 
rext faith,he(to wit Iona) & the Elders of I/rael jointly. 

Hereby the way is a notable Emblewe, and patterne of a 
well goucrned ftate, where Io/axa,the prime gouernor, goes 
not alone in his Countels and ations, but hath his Elders : 


with him. Euen Salomon, tor all his wiſdome,hada graue Se- 


nate of fage Elders, whoſe Counſell ifhis ſonne Kehoboam 
had not torſaken, preferring his braue younkers,beforethe 
graue Eldcrs,his kingdome mightlong haue floriſhed. 

Well what did I9/vaand the Elders of I/-ae/ here?Firſt, 
they rent their cloaths. To ſignifie the renting of their 
hcarts. So Ieel.2.13. Rent your hearts and not your gar- 
ents. And the ccremony of renting the clothes was not 
lightly to bee vied, butin caſe when Gods glory or name 
luffered;as Nam. 14.6. Iopuaand Caleb rent their cloathes, 
whentheir fellow ſpices had by their miſreport diſcouraged 
the people,cauſling them to diſtruſt Gods lawes and pro 
miſe. The like caſe is here. Secondly they fell tothe earthon 
their faces;importinga ſtupendious abjeRtion full of zeale, 
as vtterly regardicfſe of their dignity or perſons, careleſſe 
what became of them, ſo tranſported were they with zeale 
for Gods glory, and people. Thirdly, they put duſt vpon 
their heads,in ſigne of greateſt humiliation, as dead men,on 
whom theearthor mould is caſt tor buriall. Hereunto adde 
the other circumſtances,as of the time, how long, vntill the 
cuentide, the iuſt tcrme of a ſoleinne faſt :- as alſo ofthe 
place, beforethe Arke of the Lord, the type of Gods pre- 
ſence in his Sanctuary, beforethe mercy ſeate, the place of 
publicke worſhip: together with their teruent inuocation, 
and zcalous praycr to Ged: and foin ſome wee haue a full 
faſt, in all the intire and maine parts of it. 

Loe,then,whatanoblc preceder of true piety 1s here _ 
ited. 


ee i i OOO 
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bited toGods people ! And doth not our royall 7-pua the 
like? what faith the proclamation? Note the words well: 11; 
this faſt his Maicſty in his royall Perſon, & with his own fa- 
mily,and royal houſchold, will gue an example to therecſt 
of his people. Yea, that the pious and religious conſiderati- 
ons, [_ namely of deliuerances paſt , of diſalters preſent, 
and dangers imminent] hauc foe wronght 1n the Princely 
heart of the Kings molt excellent Matcitic, that he hath not 
onely hadrccourlſe, to that great and Diuine Matcſtie, who 
is the King of Kings,in his priuate deuotions,to 1mplore his 
mercy,and fauour to himſelte and his people;bur according 
to the example of all good Kings in former ages, 1nthe 
times of common calamities, which equally concerne both 
Prince and people,to commaund a tolemne,a generall,and z 
publicke faſt &c: Sorun the words. W hich well ublerued, 
what hopetull truites ſhall not ſucha faſt produce, w hen 
the firſt ſeedes thereof,cuen prayers,and tcares,arc begunne 
to be ſowne by our Royall 7oſna? And thoughin that his 
precceding,and priuate practife he ſeemerh to goalone:yer 

for the more graue and religious forme of folemnizing 

thereof, inſtced of the Eldersof 1/-ae/,his molt excellent 

Maicſty hath conſulted with his reuercnd Biſhops. Which 
our noble ſana, and his reucrend Elders, focfarre as they 
in this faſt imitate loonaand the Elders of I/rae!, 10 let our 
I/-ael imitate them. Then doubt we not of a hopetull wel- 
fare to attend and ſucceed this faſt, wherein Is/x4 with the 
Elders of /ſrael lead vs the way in {inccrity of their heart, 
&in the precedencie of thcir pious c:.,mples. And note one 
farc proofe & fruit of our late generall talt, vponthe 2* of *' 

eAuguſt,torthe Country. That very day the heauens began 

to nine their -vnkindly influence of excelliue vnſcato- 
nable famine-threatningiwette , the Lord clearing vp his 
cloudy countinance inthe face ofthe chriſtaline skye, faire 
weather continuing from that day, to bring vs tn a joy- 
tull & moſt plentifull harueſt, to the regret of all ingrate- 
full mifers and regrating cornmongers, but joy to all good 

hcarts. The very like change of weather fell vponthe = . 

day 
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day of the laſt yeares faſt, which began with the Court,and 
London taſt. Thus God is pleaſed tograce our faſts,ſhowirig 


how much he 1s delighted with true humiliation, 


Now, by the example of o/axa, and the Elders of 1/-ae! 
here, we are taught how to keepe a right and religious faſt 
tothe Lord. Firit,as they rent their garments,to we ſhould 
our hearts with deepe contrition and godly forrow , fer 
Gods diſhonour,diſpleaſure,and 1/reels diſcomfitures. And 
iteuer, now cauſe there is torentour hearts, for //raelr 
tearefull rents,both in Church & ſtate. Theſe great (chiſmes 
and rents are beſt cured and cloſed againe,by this one of the 
heart. If our hearts proue rocky,ſmite we them with CMo- 
ſes rodde,by the application of MMaſes Law, that foe being 
rent and clett a ſunder, there may iſſue out foods of liuing 
waters of repentance flowing from a liucly faith, which 
may ſupple and cloſe the clefts and chaps ot our parched 


Iſrael. 


Secondly,as To/ara's,ſoour faſt muſt be with exceeding 
humiliation offoule and ſpirit, yeacuento the duſt, and 
that renouncing our ſelues, as dead men, in whom1s noe 
helpe or hope,being as it were buried vnder ground,as /o- 
ſua vnder the duſt, which he caſt vpon his head. We mult 
goe our of our ſclues,as the ſoule out of the body, fiying to 
God, whoonely canne free vs from our euils,fealt or feared. 

Thirdly, our faſt muſt be conſtant as 1-fana's, vntill the 
eventide. The day ot our faſt is a holy day to the Lord,to be 
wholy ſpent in a religious abſtinence as from our ordinary 
food, ſo from any pleaſure,or profit of our owne. The Lord 


reproues I/-ael for this, ſaying: Behold in the day of your Hay 58. 7. 


faſt you tinde pleaſure, and exa all your labours. We mult 
torbeare all kind of food, or repaſttill the euentide. So did 


Nwmexeh by the Kings commandement. on. 3.8. 


Fourthly,the ſpeciall place whereinto celebrate our faſt, 
is the place appointed for publike worſhip. '7o/bnu4's humi- 
liation was before the Arke of the Lord. Our priuate houſes 
haue their vic for priuate deuotions: bur inthe time of pub- 
Iicke ſeruice in Gods houle, whereat we muſt,it we may be 


preſent 
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preſent, our priuate deuotions at home are ot no other vic, 
bur to bringa curſe in ſtead ofableſſing, while the publicke 
miniſtery 1s negle&ted,or contemned. And cuer in the pub-- 
like ordinance God doth more maniteſt his preſence in the 
communication of his graces, then in our priuate families: 
yet by commending the po I exclude not the prinate: 
but cuer the priuate mult giue place to the publicke . The 
day of our faſt, as alſo other the Lords Sabboths, allowes 


* ſometimetobe ſpent in our priuate familics for the dutics 


ofthe day,as thoſe vacant howres both before, betweene, 
and after the publike ſeruice:but the publicke worſhip muſt 
in no caſebee incroched vpon by our priuate deuotions, 
much leſſeby our worldly affaires,or affections :at that wee 
muſt be noleſſe inſtant in comming then conſtant in conti- 
nuing. Sodid Ioſaua before the Lords Arke. Yea inſome 
places,fpecially inthe Country, where their Churchesare 
greater, and their congregations leſſer, being alſo vpon a 
working day,and inharuelſt time,if they be accommodated 
for Preachers,agrecing vponit, thefaſt may bc wholy ſpent 
inthe Church,in the publike congregation. Not that there 
1s more vertue inthe Church-wals, or pewes, or pillars, 
then inour priuate houſes or cloſets: but the publicke Or- 
dinance is the moſt perfe beauty of holinefle, cucr to bee 
preferred before priuate deuotions. 

Fiftly, a religious faſt muſt cuer bee joyned with carneſt 
and feruent prayer to God, either for remouing preſent e- 
uils,or preuenting future:or clſc in thankſgiuing for bene- 
hits receluedandemioycd . 

Laſtly, all this muſt bee done in ſincerity of heart, as in 
the ſight and preſence of God,all hypocriticall and Phartſai- 
call vaylesremoued from vs. Thus Iofua's humiliation, 
with the Elders of I/-ae/, was before the Arke of the Lord, 
inthe preſence of God . Suffice it onely to name theſe 
things as bricfte rules and directions for our faſt, 

Only inſiſt we vy pon two points, as moſt requiſite to our 


preſent purpoſe. The firſt is: that in our publicke talt, God | 


doth eſpecially looke vpon the heart, thatit be ſingle and | 
ſincere | 


vic, 
cke 
ub-- 
the 
1es: 
arc: 
The 
wes 
It1CS 
enc, 
nult 
ons, 
wee 
YMntl- 
ome 
SAre 
ON 4 
ated 
pent 
here 
lars, 
» Or- 
0 bee 


rneſt 
Nt C- 
zXene- 


asin 
riſat- 
ation, 
Lord, 
theſe 


'0 our 
, God 
leand 
INCEre 


' 


(17) 
ſincere without hypocriſie. Nothing 1s more abotzunable 
inthe ſight of God , than an hypoctiticall Faſt: which the 
morc folemne, the hypocrilie 1s the more inſolently and au- 
daciouſly impious , asdaring to play mock-holiday with 
God vpont'e open ſtage. Such was Tezebels faſt,a very 
packe of hypocriſie; who to colour and cover her craft,and 
crucll covetuuſnes,to compaſſe Naborhs vincyard,ſhee pro- 
claimes(forſooth)a folemne faſt, having her falſe witnes in 
a rcadines,ſuborned to accuſe innocent Naborh,laying, Thes 
man blaſþhemed God,and the King. Who would not imagine 
that this faſt was rather tocxpiate Naborhs imaginary blaſ- 
phcmy,then to ſatiate eAhabs luſt for his hereditary vine- 
vard? (aving that it was not fo ealie a matter for Iezebe/ and 
Ahab by ſubtile hypocriſte to impoſe vpon, no not, their 
credulous {imples. The vailc of hypocrihic 1s not for every 
ones weare. Iezebel and Ahab were palpably & notoriouſly 
wicked, which,while they go about to hide vader hypocrt- 
ſie, they do but dance in a net of too {mall a thread to hold 
ſucha aſh as Nab-ths vineyard, without the ſtrong cordes 
ofa womans lawleſſe luſt,armed with Ahabs lignct,withthe 
awtulncs whereot ſhee had taught the Elders & Gouernors 
of Naboths City to bee at a becke,and to terue atall turnes. 
Farre vnlikc our Ioſpua, & Elders of T/rael here, in their 
Faſt. But Ahabs kingdoine was the revoltcd idolatrous 
houſe of I/-ae/, No marvaile if they were no leſſe abſurdly 
hy pocriticall,then groflely profaric.But lct not Izdah linne. 
Yes Indal allo was become att hypocrite. Inthe 58 of E/ay 
The Lord bids the Prophet, Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift wp thy 
voyce like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſions, 
and the houſe of Tacob their ſinnes, What ſinnes? Hypocri- 
ſy ſtands in the forefront, v.:2, Whercn ſpecially did they 
play che hypocrites? Inthcir taſting;lo v. 3. Wherefore haxe 
we faſted,lay they,and thou ſceſt fot? &c.The Lord anſ{wers, 
v,5-Is it ſucha faſt, that I haxe choſen? A day for aman to af- 
flift his ſonle,us it to bow down his head as a bulruſh,C5 to ſpred 
ſackeloath, & aſhes vnder him?IWWilt thou call this a faſt, an 
acceptable day to the Lord ? Is not this the faſt that 1 hae 
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(1) 
choſen, to looſe the bandes of wickedneſſe,to vndoe the heavy 
burthens, and to let the oppreſſed goe free, and that yee breaks 
the yoake ? &c. Arcligious faſt then is to looſe the bands 
of yvickedneſſe: but hypocrifie taſtneth them the more by 
faſting. 

How ſo? For firſt, of an hypocriticall faſt comes no 

ood, God regards it not, asthe people complayncd. Y ea, 
layth David, if I regard wickedneſſe 1n my heart, the Lord 
will not heare me. And P/al.17. 1. Heare the right O' Lord, 
attend unto my cry; gine eare vnto my prayer , that gorth not 
out of fayned lips. 1mplying that diflimulation with God 
hathno plea for acceptance. Yea, on the contrary, as it har- 
densa man in evill,ſo it haitens greater judgements; cſpe- 
cially in a ſolemne faſt, it turnes even our prayers into ſinne, 
and bringeth.a curſe in ſtcad of a bleſling ; as Jacob feared, 
by having on his brothers garment, and pretending to bec 
Eſau. Though neuer any difiimulation ſped ſo well as that 
of Tacobs. Andnot without cauſe. For the bleſſing belonged 
to him, by adouble right: By Gods donation and defigne- 
ment,and by purchaſe from E/ax; fothat intruthand M#Q, 
{acob, was E/ar,to wit,the elder brother, to whomthe bleſ- 
{ing of birth-right belonged. This by the way. Bur falſe 
hcarted hypocriſic is cuer diſaſtrous and vnhappy. And as 
no reformation can be expected of a folemne hypocrite,but 
{till grcater obfirmation in evill- So hee cannot hope of any 
—_ trom God; or it hee doe, his hope ſhall periſh,as Iol 
faith. 

But eAhabs humiliation andfaſting, though hypocrit:- 
call,yct obtayned favour of God. 

Truc,But what favour? He obtayned the repris all of his 
puniſhment for the time, but notthe pardon of his ſinne, 
nur con'cquently exemptiontrom judgment. Gods tempo- 
rall, or temporary favour toanhypocrite, ſheweth how 
much he delighteth in a ſincere heart. But efhab was paid 
hone at laſt forall his hypocriſie and impiety. For as hec 
ha.l ſwallowed downeata morſell Naberhs vineyard, 
whcreof, for all his humiliation, and crowching, hee _ 
made, 
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(19) 
made, nor eucr meant reſtitution, while he disfgured his 
face in a counterfeit faſt: So at Raxgorth Gilead,the Lords ar- 
row hit him home,& that in the ſame place, where Naboth 
was llaine,and that alſo in e-Aabs diſguiſed attire, whereby 
he thought to haue fruſtated the trueth of CAlicaiah's pro- 
phecy. Well might eAbab by fiypocriſfie commit the cvill 
of ſinvnſeene of men, but he could not thereby avoid the e- 
vill ofpuniſhment, ſcene of God, for all his diſguiſing. 

This may teach vs 1n our humiliation to looke well to 
our hearts, how they ſtandatfeted. The ancient Heathen v- 
{cd to looke intothe Entrals of their Sacrifice, whethe: they 
were ſound or no. Ceſar obſerving his ſacrifice to vvant a 
hcart, tooke it for an ll preſage, as it proved. That which 
they did in ſuperitition, let Chriſtians haugin religious ob- 
{ervation,namely tolooke well to their hart, if found and 
ſincere: elſe ſuch a ſacrifice bodes no good. Wherefore is 
there a price inthe fooles hand, to buy wiſdome,and he wants 4 
heart, Prov.17.16. 

Now anill affected heart in our Faſt-facrificeis either a 
wilfull 1gnorance of our ſinne, or it we know it , ſtubborne 
impenitcncy, hauing no thought or purpoſe, much lefle de- 
fire and endeavous to reforme 1t. This 1s a falt nor for ſinne, 
nor from ſinne, butin ſinne,and vnto fin. I-x4's heart, and 
the Elders of I/rael, was not ſo. They were ignorant indeed 
of Achans finne, but not wiltully or willingly. Beſides,if 
they had knowne it, how ready would they hauc ene to 
purge cr to puniſh 1t ?as vve ſhall ſee afterwards ? Other. 
wiſe,thcir ſacrifice had vvanted a heart, and {o vyvould hauc 

proued or procured a greater plague vnto [/#ae/. Butin 
their humiliation they vvere no vvay guilty of eAchavs 
ſinne,nor asauthours, nor as acceſlories , either by appro- 
ving, conniuing or patronizing of it. They dealt ſincere- 
ly. | 
The ſecond and laſt ſpeciall poynt conſiderable in I-- 
#142 at, is,that as Io/pna's,{o our falp, ſhould be holy tothe 
Lord, and for the Lord. When ye faſted, ye faſted not to mee, 
bat to your ſelues: Zach: 7.5. They ſought themlclues, their 
D2 owue 
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owne wealth & welfare. No godamercy. Should ye not 
heare &c? Eſay. 58. 3. That which lo/5xa and the Elders of 
1/ae/ (ought, was principally Gods glory which ſuffered in 
Iſraels diicomfiture. As v 9. And what wilt thou doe vnto thy 


" great name?Itwasnottheir owne profit,or priuateends,nor 


policy , but picty , that moucd them ro this humiliati- 
ON. 
11 Det ſolis gloriam querit acquirit &- ſnam. 
Qu ſnam ſolins gloriam querit,perdit & Det. 

Hcethat ſeckes Gods glory onely , procureth alfo his 

owne: 

Hee that fceketh his owne glory alone, loofeth alſo 

Gods. 

Now the right ſecking of Gods glory in our Faſt, is to 
pur the meanes inpractiſe. As,to remouz the impediments, 
generally all mens perſonall ſinncs, particularly ſtate-fins, 
as idolatry and herelie, which directly ſtrike at Gods glo- 
ry,and ruinate I/#ael, as alſo oppreſſion and bribery, which | 
ruinate kingdomes. Withall, to eſtabliſh the true Reli- + 
gion, with juſticediſtributiue and correctiue : fo is Gods 
I/rael,1o the Kings throne eſtabliſhed. 

Many may the cauſes be of I/-aels taſt, whereof Iona & 
the Elders cannot be ignorant. Yet it there were no more, 
eAchans ſinne alone , though concealed, ts cane enough. 
But how ſhall efchan with his privy palliated ſinne, bee 
found out?This is Gods part inthe next words,».10, 

Fromthis verſe tothe 16 iscontayned the Lordscharge 
to To/hna,Get thee vp; wherefore lyeſt thou thus vpon th 'y face? 
1/zael hath ſinned, &c.It may ſeeme ſtrange that God ſhould 
bid Teanalſurceale his ſorrowing , alledging withall the 
cauſe, I/#aels finne. If I/rael hath —_—_ therather hauc 
Io/ſonua and the Elders cauſetocontinue their faſting and 

rayer- But weeare not to take this charge asa checke. 
For the Lord did not interrupt Io/ou4's devotion, till the e- 
ventide , thetime of comfort after ſorrow. Sothat being 
at a full period,( And whar wilt thou doe to thy great name?) 
the Lord takes the hintc and anſweres Ioaxua fo, as Iona 
might 
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(21) 
might be partaker of that hee poop for. Otherwiſe, [s- 
ſana and the Elders might haue taſted and prayed long e- 
nough, with ſmall fruit,1f the Lords ſpeech had not ſteprin. 
Something elſe muſt be done beſidesataſt, betoreitwill go 
well with I/-ael. p 
But was not [o/pua's prayer and faſting aualeable? Was 
hee not a holy anda vertuous Prince ? And doth not the 
eftecuall ferucnt prayer ofa righteous man auatle much? 
Againe wasnot Io/buaa type of Teſius Chriſt? And are not 
the prayers of Teſus efteuall? Can God be angry with his 
people, for whom Ieſusprayeth ? This 18 Liraels confi- 
dence,cucn ours, that wee hauc Ieſus centred into the hea- 
ucnly Canaan, there taking poſſcſſion, there making inter- 
ceſlion tor vs. Canany thing then betide vs, but good? If 
our leſus pray,can wee his Iſracl periſh ? God forbid. Yer 
ſomething isrequiredon [/-aels part, to be made partakers 
of Chriſts prayers, to bring the bleſſing thereof downe vnro 
vs. [/rael had the Oracles of God, his Arkehis ſpectall pre- 
ſence, anoble /»o/2ua andElders praying for them: yet ſome- 
thing was —_ on [{raels part. /o/xa, letus may pray for 
Iſrael, yet Iirael bein perill of periſhing, if [ſracl haue ſin- 
ned. But 1fracl hath ſinned fayth the Lord to Io/bna; Where- 


fore lyeſt thou thus vpon thy face? pet thee vp. 


It {{ract hath ſinned, Iirael hathan aduocate with the Fa- 
ther, Icſus Chriſt the righteous and hee is the Propitiation 
for all our ſins. What more is required? yes, ſomething. For, 
if wee confeſſe our ſinnes, hee us faithfull and tuſt to forgine us 
our ſinnes, and to cleanſe vs from all unrighteouſneſſe. If Iſra- 
el confeſſe his ſinne. Without this,not Toſp»a's faſting and 
prayer will availe. Indeed our Ioua's prayer, Chriſts 
prayer for Iſrael, is an effeuall meanes to worke true faith, 
and to produce repentance ina ſincere confeſſion of finnes 
vnto faluation. And therefore Io/oua's prayer is not ſpent 


in vaine, but isa fore runner inducing and conducing to 

the conteſſion,and fo tothe purgation of Tſracls ſin. 
 Thepointhence is: that all Iſraels faſting, prayer, hu- 
miliation,deuotion, is to noc purpoſe to preuent pagers 
ut 
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(22) 
but rather to provoke and procure them, if it be not atten- 
ded with truc repcntance,& thorow reformation of [/7aels 
ſin. © When you ſpread torth your hands (faiththe Lord )1 
will hide mine eyesfrom you: yea, when yee make many 
praiers, I will not heare. Will net many prayers ſerue the 
turne? No,nota beadroule of Frayers, Why?your hands are 
full of blood. In praier, pure, notbloody hands, muſt be lift 
vp.God waighs not praicrsby their plurality, but by their 


purity. Andthispurity, is not ina neate concatenation of 


Scripture phraſes,or tormes of ſpeech, bur in faith and affc- 
Rions of a pure heart. In Ezechiels rime Iſrael had ſet yp an 
idoll intheir hearts. Some Idolſinne or other. Any beloued 


darling habituall ſinne, is an idoll ſet vp inthe heart. How 


much morethe lone of idols,and images themſelues? Well, 
what of this? The Lord there ſaith: Though Noah, Daniel, 
and Iob were in theland, as I liue faith the Lord, they ſhall 
deliuer neither ſonnes nor daughters. Why? The idoll was 
(ct vp inthe heart. 

What then doth the Lord require in 1/raels faſt? Surely 
I/-aels publicke and folemne faſt requircth a publicke and 
folemne reformation of I/-aels ſin. Ive/.2. 1 2. Turne ye vnto 
me with all your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, 
and with mourning &c. Such was done in heathen Nineachs 
faſt. The King cauſed to be proclaimedthroughNinexch,(by 
the decree of the King and hisnobles ) Let neither man nor 
beaſt, heard nor flocke,greatnor {mall, old nor young taſt 
any thing,but let man and beaſt be covered with ſackcloth, 
and cry mightily vaito God: Yea, letthem turneeuery 
one from his cuill way,and from the violence that is in their 
hands, 

Is this the condition required in I/-ae/s&faſt? O then what 
a terror and horroris it for I/rael, when in the ſolemne taſt, 
not onely ſome Achans priute linne 1snot lookt into, to 
be purged and puniſhed, but open * crimſon, ſcarlet co. 
loured ſinnes goe diſfigured for aday, to no other end, but 


that (as Romes images at Eaſter, after their mourning in 


blacke all the Lent) theywaay ſpring out ina fuller vigour 
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(23) 
and luſter; vſingafaſt, astheroſedoth the ſfablenight, to 
cauſethe fayrer gloſlc ? 

Yethereis comfort to the true I/zae/ of God. Whartif 
eAchans (ins be not expiated? ſhall all I/-ae/ periſh? God 
forbid. Shallnot the judge ofall the world do right?But if 
I/rael be pertaker of Acans ſinne,I/rae! muſt periſh with 4- 
chan.True,but I/rael faſteth, I/rae! prayeth,1o loſhxa, lo the 
Elders. What it many in I/-ae/ play the hypocrites in their 
faſt? yct cuery Noah , Damel, and Tob faſting and praying 
withand for I/-ae!, ſhall be preſerued. 1loſona and the El- 
ders of 1/>ael, faſting, praying, ſhould haue beene preſerued 
(who cuer elſc had periſhed) though eAchaxs ſin had not 
beene purged, (o it had not beene through their default. In 
I/raels taſt thn, ct all true I/-ac/ires comfort themſelues, if 
firſt they be purged themſclues, by renewing their coucnant 
with God,and it they cry mightily to God for the purgati- 
tion of eAchans ſinne, whatlocuer, whoſoeuer it is, that 
troubleth 1/rael: howſocucr eAchans ſinne remaine vnpur- 
gcd,to the perill of Ifracl; yet the labour of ſuch ſhall not 
be in vaine,in the Lord, Inthe day when the Lord makes 
vp his Iewels, he will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his owne 
ſonne, that (ſ:rueth him. Then ſhall ye returne ( ſayth the 
Lord)and diſcerne detweene the righteous and the wicked: , 
berwcene hjmthat ſcrueth God, and' him that ſeruzth him 
nor. 6 

But what was Achans (in? It 1s laid downe verſe the 1: 
and layd to 1/raels charge, as before. I/#ael hath ſinned, and 
they hauctranſgreſied my conenant, which I commaunded 
them: for they haue cuen taken of the accurſed thing, and 
hauc alſo ſtollen, and difſemblcd alſo, and they haue pur it 
euen amoneaſt thcir owne ſtuffe. Soe, Achans ſinne was ſa- 
criledge, thett, ſimulation, mingling the accurſed thin 
with I/ae/s ſtuffe. This accurſed thing was a Babyloniſh 
garment,a wedge of gold,of 5o ſhckels, and 200 ſhekels of 
ſiluer. It1s called accurſed in a threefold reſpe: firſtbe- 
cauſe it was Babyloniſh and Chanaanitiſh ſtuffe, abominable 


t0 I/-ael Secondly, becauſcthe Lord had expreſſely forbid- 


den 


Mal 37. 
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den 1/-4aelto make or meddle with it, for their owne pri- 
uate vie. Thirdly, becauſe medled withall againſt the com- 
maundement,and intermedled with 1/raels ituffe, it cauſed 
Iſrael tobe accurſcd, andallthey tooke in hand v. 12. For 
therefore (ſayth God )the childreh of Iſrael could not ſtand be- 
fore their emis becauſe they were accurſed: neither will [ be 
with you any moreexcept ye deſtroy the accurſed fro amongyon. 

Here then we might take occaſion to ſpeake of the fins of 
facriledg, &ſuch kind of facred-profane thett,of hypocrilic, 
and difſimulation, of mingling execrable things w ith //-acls 
ſtuffe:but it might proue tedious. Onely tor a touch by 
the way, //rael may learne thus much: that if the ſtealing of 
a Babylcniſh garment were ſoc hainous: What had becne 
then the bringing in of idolatrous reliques with all Ba- 
byloniſh equipage and furniture, to ſet vppe the Babilo- 
nianReligionin I/#ae/: in caſe alſo it had beene done not 
ſecretly, as Achans Babylontſh garment, ( which might 
therefore haue ſeemed to excule I/rael, ) but openly and in 
the ſight of the Sunne, like Zimrs and Cosbs inthe open 
tent? If it were { hainous to ſteale priuily a wedge of gold, 
and filucr,of ſoc ſmall valuc 1ncompariſon, which though 
it were facriledge, yet the Tabernacle of the Lord was not 
as yet poſſeſſed ct them: what then had it beene, cucn with 
a high handof facrilecge & ſimony,in cuery corner & high 
mountaine of I/zael, to robbe and cheate God of his porti- 
tion and Patrimony, the onely Leuiticall inheritance tor his 
miniſtery, to the great deſolation of many thouſand ſoules 
in 1/rael? What 1f 1/7ael herein had beene guilty? How 
would they haue weighed ſuch ſtollen ſacred wedges in the 
ballance of the ſanuary? What a ſnare would they hauc 
found it, to hauce deuoured ſo muchſanifhed, andatrer the 


vow ſo to haue inquired? SE 
Againe, if one eAchans diſſtnulation were foe hainous, 


how then had the condition of //-ae/ beene, it her faircit | 


face, and moſt beautifull body had beene couered ouer with 
hypocriſie,as with a lcproſie, foe that from the crowne of 


the hcad to the ſole of the foote, there had becne no ſound 
part 
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(25) 
part? Inaword , ifit were imputed to {/-ae/ for ſuch a 
haynous fin,that eAcha» mingled the Babylonith garment 
with I/rels (tuffe , then how had I/-aels caſe ftood,it Baby- 
loniſh lees had beene by prodigious Achans mingled among 
[/raels pure wine,tf Canaanitih hereſics had beene not only 
put with,burt for,and in ſtead of //raels molt precious ſtuffe, 
her pureſt dorines ? Iftheſe had beene //-aels ſinnes, no 
marvaile if they had cauſed I/#aels aftaires to fare fo ill; no 
marvaile if they had cauſed 1/raels G OD toeltrange him- 
telte from [/#ae/,and totake the Canaamres part againſt her; 
no marvaile if they had cauſed I/rae/ tobe contemned of the 
Canaanite,to whom ſhe was wont to bee terrible, , and ac- 
counted invincible ; no marvaile if they had cauſed GOD 
not to goe out with i/#acls Armies,tu ſufter his Truthtobee 
trampled on, yea to threaten vttcr defolation and derelicti- 
ON,Aas V.1 2. 

[s [/aels caſe no better ? Poore Iſrael , what wilt thou 
doe? Faſt and pray ? It 1s titphtime indeed. For I/+ae/ hath 
linacd. Bur yet the Lord bids Ioxa; and the Elders of 1/rael 
to rile vp from their proſtrations,becantie feel had finned. 
Why ſo? For,as we haue ſhewed, fomething elſe ts requi- 
red beſides a Faſtc, topurge [/raels faulr. What isthat ? 
The Lord ſheweth v.13.&c. Yp, ſanttifie the people, and 
fay, ſanthfie your ſelnes againſt to morrow : for thus ſauth the 
Lord Godof Iſrael, Thereis an accurſed thing im the middeff 
#f thee ,O Iſrael : thou canſt not ſtand before thine enexnes, 
vntill yee take away the accurſed thing from among you. In 


the morning therefore yee ſhall bee brought, Go. And it ſhall 


| bee, that hee that us taken with the accurſed thing, ſhall bee 


| burnt with fire, hee, and all that hee hath , becauſe &c. In 
| theſe wordesof G OD to Ioſpun , is firſt ſer downe the 
; cauſe of I/raels diſcomfhiture, the accuried thing: Secondly, 


—- 


rwith | 


me of 
ſound 
part 


The ill condition of /ſrael, vnti1ll this cauſe bee remooued; 
no ſtanding for them before their Enemies. Theſe 
wee haue -already handled. Thirdly , a direQion 
to Iobaua , for the finding out _ of the Delinquent, 
«rd for his puniſhment Hee ' and his , muſt all 
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(26) 
periſh.4” 1/rae/ muſt be ſanRified, to fit them for the exe- 
cution. This ſanctification was partly externall & ceremo- 
niall in the body, by waſhing their cloathes, or abſtinence 
from pleaſures;partly internall by faith and repentance, ſig- 
nified by the externall. The word alſo inthe originall, for to 
ſanifie,fignifying alſo to prepare. So that the Ifraclites 
were now to prepare themſelues in holinefle,for the execu- 
tion of a notable peece of Iuſtice, wherein al the people was 
to haue a hand. Before they were to inquire into, and puniſh 
anothers ſinnes, they muſt firſt purge them(ſclues of their 
owne finnes. As Chrift faith in the Gofpell, concerning the 
adulterous woman, to thoſe that accuſed her, He among you 
that 1s without ſin,caſt the firſt ſtone at her : : So that they that 
are to caſt a {tone at eAchan,mulit firit be ftantifhed & clean- 
{cd trom their ſinnes,by faith and repentance. Alſo in this 
their ſanAification they might be vnderſtood to haue com- 
mended themſelucs and the cauſe to God, with prayer, that 
God would finde out for them the Troubler of Iſrael, that 
he would blefle and direct the lot tor that end. 

And here isa good leflqn for all Iudges and Jurers, and 
Exccutioners of Juſtice, . in matters of life and death, that 
they be ſanctified firſt themſclues by faith, and repentance, 
before they paſle their verdict vpon others. 

Otherwile without this ſanRification and due oy 
on,fer men to ruſh vpon the cen{uring and puniſhing of 0- 
thers ſins,is the way to bring Gods diſpleaſure vpon them- 
{elucs. Wee haue a famousexample heereof inthe 11raclites 
themiclues, whcn they were to take revenge vpon the Tribe 
of Beniamin, tor that foule fat commirted by a few ſonnes 
of Bclial vpon the Levires wife, but much more,(which ag- 
gravated the fat beyond meaſure) tor the Bemamnites not 
onely not punithing of it, but —_— and defending 
it. Thatthereſt of the Tribes all combined as one mmto 
puniſh ſuch an vnbeard of impiety, and infolency, euen in 
their brethren the Bemiamires,no doubt, was both laudable 
with men, and acceptable with God. Infomuch as they con- 
ſulting withGod,had his diretio& approbation, Theircon- 
ſulting 


OPTIO 
Ro > aka am 


OS - 


"XC 

mo- 

*nce 
flig- 
r to 
lites 
ecu- 
was 
niſh 
heir 
p the 
7 you 
that 
lean- 
this 
*OM+- 
that 
that 


and 
that 
ance, 


arat1- 
of 0- 
hem- 
elites 
Tribe 
Onines 


s nor 
nding 
nmto 
1en In 


1dable 


y con- 
IrcCON- 


ulting 


(27) 


/ulting with God was good and requiſite, and the only way 


: 


Inn 


' 
: 
y 


| roſpecd well in their enterprize. Yet (which is tobee well 


noted )they proſpered not againlt Bentamin, till they had 
throughly ſana1ttied themſclues. For, Firſt their conſulting 
with God, was not whether they ſhould goe vp againſt Bex. 
iamin,or no; but hauingretvlued on it among themſelues, 
they aske of GOD, which ofthe Tribes ſhall goe vp firſt ? 
Heere was yet no due fanfitication of Ifracl to prepare 
them tothe battaile,and fo they ſped accordingly ; for the 
firſt day,the jovnt Tribes loſt twenty and two thouſand 
choſen men. A fearetull diſcomfrure. Well,they re-inforce 
the battaile the ſecond day,but withal goe alittle more wa- 
rily to worke, then before. They weepe before the Lord vn- 
till even, which was a good peece of a publicke Faſt. And 
good reaſon they had to weepe, that had loſt ſo many of the 
thouſands and worthies of lirael. But this as yet was but 
a carnall weeping Yet they aske cpunſel of the Lord,faying, 
Shall I goe vp againe to battaile againſt the chiKren of Bex- 
14min my Brother? And the Lord faid, Goe vp againſt him. 
Yet forall this, Iſrael was foylcd the ſecond day, and loſt a- 
gaine 18 thouſand men. Why? Did notthe Lord bid them 
goe? Yes: For theLord would be avenged onthe obſtinate 
Bemiamites. How then came the Tribes to be beaten againe? 
Surely as yet they had not ducly ſfanRitied themſelues. So 
that,though the Lord bade them goe, yer, becauſe they had 


| not ſanRifhcdthemſelues, the Lord as yet makes them no 


| 


: 


hag | came into the Houſe of God, and wept,and fatethere before 


promiſe of good ſucceſſe. Bur vpon this ſecond diſaſter, 
thenallthe children of Iſrael, and all the people went vp, & 


the Lord; and faſted that day vntill cuen, and offered burnt 
offerings,and peace offerings before the Lord. Thisis to the 


| purpoſe indeed. Heere is a ſecond Faſte, not onely publicke, 


| but generall,of all the children of [{racl, and allthe people,of 
{all ages,and ſexcs,and not onely the ſward-men, and men of 
| warre. They come to the Houſe of God, they weep, they 
| faſte till enen,yeathey offer burnt offerings , and peace offe- 
[ings All whichtogether was a due 


and orderly fanRificati- 
E 2 O! 


(28) | 
on of I/-ael , when to their weeping and faſting they added 
burnt offcrings,and peace offerings, whereby they made 
their attnement -= peace with God, for all their own ins. 
Well,hauing thus ſan&ified themſelues, whartfolloweth ? 
They withall aske counſell of the Lord,whether they ſhould 
goevp againe, againſt Beniamsy,or ſurceaſe. Still it was 
I/raels conſtant courſe to aske countcll of the Lord in all 
their enterprizes,to take their God-ſpced with them. And 
now the Lord not onely bids them goe, but gtueththem his 
exprefſe promiſe to deliver Beniamin into their handes, 
which hee did not before. Itis not enough to aske coun- 
{ell of God, but to obtaine his fauour and promiſe for good 
ſpeed inour vndertakings. And we are ſure ot his bleſſing 
vpon vs, if firſt our entcrprize be juſt & warrantavle, as this 
of I/-4els was: and if withall it bee vndertaken witha good 
conicience,ſeeking thercinthe glory of God principally,ha- 
uing firſt humbled our ſelpesbefore him , conſulted the O- 
racleof his Word, offercd him burnt offerings and peace 
oftcrings,by renewing our faith and repentance , to bee at 
peace with God. Allthis done, we haue God onour fide, 
his bleſſing and Promiſe attends our Entcrprizes. Now 
1/-ael being firſt throughly ſanAtthed,goe on,and proſper in 
the execution of Tuſtice vpon their refratary and too too 
audaciouſlly inſolently impious Brethren, as wee {cc in the 
reſt of the Chapter. ; 
Would I//ae/ then proceed well,and proſper in thcir ex-| 
ecution of Iuſtice vpon thoſe that trouble I/rae/ ? Iſrael! 
mult bee ſanified firſt from her owne finnes by faſting and} 
prayer, by faith, andrepentance, by conſulting with GOD,} 
by ſecking hisglory inall. Then //rae/ , goe on, and pro-| 
{per; the day isthine. Otherwiſc, 'I/-ac/ doth but puzzle; 
and perplexc her {elfe with ſollicitous, induſtrious, but vn- 
ſucceſſefull vndertakings . Eucn obſtinate Beniamin get 
the better of his betrer Brethren , ſeeking his reformat; 
on,before they were ducly ſanRifed to takea 1uſt revenge, 
Now. I/rae/,thou faſteſt,thou prayeſt,thou weepclt,tho 
lamenteſt thy vahappy ſucceſſesat home and abroad; tho 
wouldeſ 
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| (29) 
wouldeſt faine haue cured the maine cauſe (as thou imagi- 
neſt)and haue procured thine owne peace and contentment. 
But thou haſt laboured in vaine; thy beſt purpoſes and in- 
tendments for 1/-ae/s good haue beene fruſtrate. But ex- 
amine the cauſcofall this. Haſt thou beene ſufficiently 
ſanaified, when thineElders wereaflembled?Yes,you pray- 
ed, you mourned, you deſired atleaſt a folemne fait for your 
good ſpeed. But did you therein ſecke Gods glory firſt? Yes. 
But did you oftcr your peace offerings, ſecking your peace 
with God inthe purgationof your ownlſinnes, cuecn the ſins 
which not a little trouble //rae/? What bee thoſe? In {peciall 
Sacriledge and Simony,the great corrupters of Church and 
Religion. The one hath {wept away the maintenance from 
Mimitcrs: the other hath turned Miniſters into Marchants: 
and both together caule prophecyingsto faile,the people to 
periſh,and Idolatry to ſpread it {elte. The authors and ators 
of thelc,arc I/raels Achans,enough to alienate God from his 
people. But you were about good Lawes to curetheir mala- 
dies, ſo far as the iniquityof the times would ſuffer;by reſto- 
ring at leaſt ſome part of the long detained portio of Tithes, 


- Gods own inheritance,which might be ſome copetent pit- 


tance to maintainea painefull Miniſter: E by reſtraining (if 
poſiible)the Leproſy of Simony fro tainting the {mall rem- 
nant of the Leviticall body, leaſt armed neceſlity ſhould in- 
force cither honeſt mento purchaſe theT hurch with mony, 
or to permit theeues & robbcrs to puſleſle all, entering into 
the ſheepfold another way. This youaymedat. And why did 
it not (ucceed well? It-was among other things thought of. 
What if it had binnot only thought of,but concluded & en- 
afted,not among,but betore all other things? Dimidinm fa- 


ti qni bene cepit haber. Athing well begun,is halte done. The 


heathen began alwayes thcir great reformations& enterpri- 
zes with GOL; they were firſt for Religion, then for the 
Republicke. Omnia poſt Religionems ponenda ſemper 
woſtra Crvitas auxit; faith one of Heathen Rowe. Our 


City cucr wdged all things to bee ranked after Religi- ny em 


0n. ef love principiums Muſe , lang the Poet . w, 
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(30) 
And, Du cepts aſpirate mers, &c. ſhould not Ifrael much 
more? Didthe Shanamite looe any thing by feruing the 
Prophet firſt of her handfull of meale,and poore remnant of 
oyle 11 her Eruſe, notwithſtanding her preſent extremity? 
Yea, hath it not beene theancient cuſtomes of Parliaments 
in Exgland,cuer tobeginnor onely to treate,but toconclude 
of,and (cttle the ſtate of Religion, betore matters of the Re- 
publicke came to be handled? If wee revolue the Annales of 
thoſe ancient times of Egyprian darknes,& ignorance,in c6- 
pariſon of the preſent re{plendent light ofIfracl,we ſhal find 
therein ſuchnoble ſteps of piety towards God in this kinde, 
as may make our Iſracl tobluſh, if it doe not kindle an emu- 
lous zeale of imitation ina parallel at the leaſt. Let me for 


Defence of the the purpoſe heere inſert the words of that precious Biſhop 
Apology, Par. Iewe//.Neither is it(faith hee )fo ſtrange a matter to ſee Ec- - 
6.chap.2.Divil. cleſiaſticall matters debatcd in Parliament. Reade the Lawes 


" of King Inas, King Alfred, King Edward, King Athelſtane, 
King Edmwnd,King Edgar,King Canute; and yee ſhall find 
that our godly forefathers the Princes & Peeres of this Re- 
alme, neuer vouchſafed to entreate of matters of Peace, or 
warre, or otherwiſe, touching the common ſtate, before all 
controverſies of Religion, and eauſes Eccleſiaſticall had bin 
concluded. King Cannre in his Parliament holden at Winche- 
fter vpon Chriſtmas day after ſundry lawes & orders made, 
touching theFaith,the keeping of holy-dayes, publick pray- 
ers,learning of the Lords Prayer, Receluing the Communi- 
on thrice in the yeare,the manner and forme of Baptiſme, 
Faſting,and other matters of Religion; in the end thereof 
faith thus: [am ſequitar Inſtitutso legumſecularinm. Now 
followeth an order for Temporall Lawes. 

Thus wee ſee( faiththe good Biſhop) that the godly Ca- 
tholicke Princes in olde times thought it their duety before 
all other affaires of the Common-weale, firit to determine 
matters ofReligion,and that cuen by theParliaments of this 
Realme. 

Such were the auncient Princes and Elders of this King- 


domcintimes paſt, Their care of Religion in the firſt place 
—— 
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in their Parliaments, was the onely way to bring on the bet- 
ter ſucceſle for their Civill affaires. Whereinalſo thereve- 
rend Prelates turthered all good Aft by their counſel, when 


required, althoughthey had not negatlue voyces in Parlia- p,,. . ic 
ment: as D Tewe/l inthe foreſaid place, and alſo Biſhop B1/- rwo'leaues (of 
fon in his booke of Chriſtian ſubzeRion, and Antichriſtian tlic end, 


Rebellion,doe plainely ſhow; the Parliaments of this Land 
hauing cuer had this power as well in matters of Religion, as 
of ciuill Policy,toeſtabliſh good and wheleſome Lawes for 
both. Not that our Parliaments haue power to make new 
Articles of the Faith, to eſtabliſh what Religion they pleaſe; 
but it isintheir power, yeaand their duty too, taking the 
Word of God for their guideand rule, to eſtabliſh the true 
Religionraught therein,andto aboliſh all falſeReligions c6- 
trary thereunto. Where then ſhoulda Parliament begin bur 
with God, but with Religion, it cuer they looke that GOD 
ſhould giue a happy ſucceſle to their ciuill affaires therein ? 
Eſpecially the Parliaments of theſe our times, wherein the 
cloudes of Pelagtan herefie,mounting to the toppe of mans 
acry imagination, by caſting a falte ſhaddow vpon the pure 
doArines of the Church of Exg/and, deriued vnto vs from 
the Fountaines of Scripture , by the Conduits of the prime 
Reformers of Religion,and continued vnto vs cuer ſince by 
the vninterrupted pipes of the moſt learned and illuſtrious 


+ Martyrs,Prelates,and Doours of ourChurch,would bring 


our Mcridianlight of the Goſpell, te a twylight, by inter- 
mingling with 1tthe Egyprian fogs ofthe Church of Rome. 
Sothatit ourParliaments would repaire the ruinated Edifice 
ofthe Republicke,let them begin to make good,anditreng- 
then the maine pillars and Foundation whereon it tanderh, 
and that is, Gods Temple, Religion, which through vnder- 
mining Pioners is ſhrewdly ſhaken, whogoe about toereR 
the rowre of Babel inſtead thereof. Inthe Name of G OD 
therefore (pardon by boldnefſe: ſome muſt{peake our, elte 
the ſtones would cry ; yet [ take not ypon mee to teachthe 
Elders of Iſrael; They can beſt judge of what I fay; and the 
Lord giuethem vndcrſtanding in al od G— the 
Elders 
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Elders of I/-ae! ſhall mect againe in Parliament, (and I truſt 
God will put itinto the heart of our Ioſonua in due time to 
{immon a Parliament for the glory of God, and the good of 
Ifracl) I truſt to ſee both Toſanaand the Elders of 1fracl a- 
gree inone inthe firſt place to eſtabliſh the Religion of 
Chriſt,ſo long and happily hitherto avowedand maintained 


in the Church of England. The eſtabliſhment whereof ]. 


neceſſarily dependeth vpon the aboliſhment of two maine 
troublers of I{racl,to wit , Antichriſtian Idolatry, and Ay- 
minan hereſic. Whitetheſe two ſtand , neuer tet [rac] 
looke for any good. Toomit many godly Kings of Ifra- 
el, as Tehoſpaphat, Exzechiah, loſiah, who deſtroying Ido- 
latry,proſpered:remarkeable is the example of Aſa, who in 


, rooting out of Idolatry,ſpared not his owne Mother Ilaa- 


chah,remouing her from being Queene, becauſe ſhee had 
made an Idole1n agrouc,and eſa cut downe her Idole, and 


* ſtainped it,and burnt it. Inſomuch as King Aſa proſpert in 


warre,and his Land had pcace tothe 35 yeare of hisraigne, 
vntill he made a league with the King of Syria, not relying 
onthe Lord,and being depraued by Hanan:the Seer, hee put 
him in priſon, and oppreſſed ſome of the people. Againe, fo 


long as Arminian bookes are vnpurged, and the Trueth vn- + 


priviledgedtopaſſeabroad, your Parliaments O Ifracl,can- 
not proſper, Tothe repurgation of thelſe,it you adde our 
of cuery Impropriation a {utficient maintenance to the 
Miniſtery,if you caſtigate Simony (1t pollible )by ſome wiſe 
& godly reſtriQtions better executed;it with theſe reforma- 
tons you conclude your firſt Seſſion of Parhament, without 
any mixture of your owne ciuill matters, all other grievan- 
ces ſhall fall mole /ſ#a,as the wals of lerichoat the voyce of 
the rammes hornes: Our To/ua ſhall be honourcd with ſub. 
ſidiary ſtreames of loue & duty, flowing trom the hearts of 
the beſt ſubies inthe World , out of whole oary bowels 
the King of England may digricher Metralls, then the King 
of Spaine can out ofall his I»dses. The King of ; Englands 
Subitects will for loue ſweat his Maieſty more golde, then 


all the King of Spaines poore flaues can for feare digge 
out 


(33) 
cut of the bowels ot their ſenſeles mother-earth: this done, 
| fay, what can be reciprocally deſired either ofthe Subjets 
by the King, or of the King by his Subjects, that ſhall not 
hauc a tull confluence, each {triving to ſatisfic other with 
all wiſhed contentments? Gods caule being firſt acquitted, 
and our Mother-Church of England afſerted to her owne 
auncient Catholicke Tenants, then To/ana and the Elders,and 
all I/-ael with them ſhall from their celeſtiall Father, and 
their ſpirituall Mother receiue ſuch a bleſſing, as ſhall 
bee admired of all their friendes, cnvied of all their cne- 
mics. . 

And you Lagly _ of [/zae/,the beloued City, the 
darling Monnt Sron, when you ſend your Agent-Burgeſles 
ro joyne with 1/7aels great aſſembly, as you looke to hauc a 
part inthe bleſſing thereof. Be perſwaded to fanRifie your- 
{clues, and reforme your C@-eAchans. Search them our; 
you nced not lanthornes for it. Your loue and liberality to 
the Goſpcll, aud to the Miniſtery thereof,both at home and 
abroad,cannot be paraleld by any Church 4n any.age. Onely 
your eAchans, as to many cloudes, eclipſe the glory, and 
(ot herwite) the vnſtained beauty thereof. A little leaueu 
(yecknow) leavencththe whole lumpe. Purge 1t out there- 
torc, that yee may be altogether anew lumpe. This we hear- 
tily defire,even your pcrteRion. 

Now then O I/-ael, you haue had your taſt,yce are waſh- 
cd,yce are ſanRified, yee are juſtiaed from your owne par- 
ticular ſinnes by your faith teltified by your repentance,and 
the trueth of ycur repentance reſtifed by your reformati- 
on; now youare cleare and cleane, but not all. Inthe next 
place, yeeare to finde out the elchans, that trouble I/racl, 
Icaſt yee bee all wrapped in «Achens linne. Sodid Ioſbna 
and the Elders of I/rael; after their owne humiliation, at- 
ter their ſanRification of the people, the very next mor- 
ning early they goc about to finde out the Troubler of 
Il /rael. 

' Firſt note loſbua's diligence and vigilancie with the 
Elders and pcople of 1/rae/ to cxecure juſtice, They roſe 
F carly 
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(34) 
early inthe WOW Delay 1s dangerous 
inſuch caſes; it might hauc haſtened many bad _—— 
ces ; for now the newly fleſhed Canaanites might haue 
wonne time to confederate, and bande againſt 1/ae/, while 
Gods diſpleaſure was not remoued. Beſides, delay and 
negleR in doing juſtice brings the Iudges within the com- 
paſſe of Acceſlaries. 

For as hee that prevents not a ſinne inanother when hee 
may, commits it : ſo hee that puniſheth itnot, whenhee 
may and ought, dcefendsit, and makes it more his own. But 
prudent and provident /o/pxa, with the Elders of I/zael, 
and the people,preventthe daunger of delay they riſe early 
inthe morning. 

But how doc they gocabourt the ſcruting to finde out 
the troubler of I/rae/? Achan with his Babyloniſh gar- 
ment, and wedges, were lurkig in the T:nt, among the 
thouſands of 1/rael. Hee had conveyed his Sacriledge and 
theft ſo cleanly, by his diſſimulation, as no man was privy 
ro it,to accuſe him. Who then ſhall finde him out? yes, 
the Lord takesthis taske vpon him. And where the Lord 
makes the ſearch, what place for lurking ? 1f wee hae for- 
forgotten the name of our Cod, and holden vp our hands to any 
ſtrange God. Shall not God ſearch this ont ? for hee knoweth 
the ſecrets ofthe heart, {faith David. But by what meanes 
doth Gcd ſearch out eAchas ? By a ſtrange and admirable 
mecanes, even by lot, athing of it ſelte ot a caſuall and con- 
tingentnature, yet which the all diſpoſing God canne com- 
maund to produce the moſt certaine effects ot his owne 
will. Thus by lot hee eleted Sax! for King,among all the 
Tribes of I/zae/, from amongallthe families of Benizamin, 

after that Samuel had alrcady by Gods aſkgnement an- 
nointed him. Thus by lot was Ionathan, Sanls fon, found 
our, for but taſting a little honey. Yea God canne make 
the fowles of the ayre to reveale the moſt hidden 
IHMC. 

Well, Tora following the Lords direion, findes 
out Achan by lvt. This done, note Io/ſauah's behauiour to 
eAchar 


(35) 
Achanverl. 19. My Sonne, give I pray thee,olory to the Loyd 


Godof Iſrael , and make confeſſton vnto him, and tell me now, 
what thou haſt done, hide it not from mee. loſbna heere like a 
tender-hearted Father victh a Fatherly compellation to 
Achan, My Sonne. Hee breakes not out into ſuddaine an- 
gerand paſſion,now to adde more terrour to Achans con- 
icience, or to ſhe the greatnes of his owne authority. For 
what necde authority and power beearmed with imporent 
haſty pafſion? And it 1s the gentle Sun-beame, not therough 
winde, that cauſeththe oftender to lay aſide the cloake of 
difimulation. [tis the goates milke of mild mercy, not the 
hard ſtroake ot the hammer, that diſſolues the adamantine 
heart. It is the warme fire of louing intreaty,not the froſt of 
a frowning brow,thart cautcth the ycie rr ww conſcience 
to melt, & drop into tcares. It was the ſoft ſtill voyce, not 

the whirlewind,& carth-quake, that cauſed E/:as ro cuuer 
his tacc and higmourh. My ſon,was the (egmelieſt rack tor 
loſhua to vie, whereby gently todraw confeſſion from 4- 
chan. For loſhna was Pater Patrie, the Father of I/rae/ Gods 
people,the afteRtion whereot he puts not off, while now he 
putson the office of Iudge. <A lercy and truth preſerue the 

K ing (|: aith Salomon | and his throne 15 vpholden by mercy: 
mercy & truth are the two ſupporters of the Kings Armes. 
The herbBafi/(a proper embleme for a Prince )gerly {troake + 

onthe had, yeeldsa pleatat fmel:butcruſhevpout,vnſavory. 
My Son, faith Toſbua. W hat then? Gime, I pray thee,glory to 
the Lord God of [ſracl,an 1 make confeſſion vnts hum,C&c. The 
hir{t thing that Jo/bna ſeekes, is the glory of the Lord God of 
[/ract. How f By Achans confeſſion. How ſhould that re- 
doundto Godsglory? Yes:three wayes ineAchan: firſt, by 
ſhewing the Lord tobee juſt andtruc in finding him out 
thus miraculouſly by lot; while eAchan conteſſed himſelfe 
to bee the man thus divinely pointed our. Secondly, by a 
taithfull,humble,and penitent confeflion of his finne againtt 
God and his people, ro the end,God might glorify his mer- 
cy in pardoning his foule, though his juſtice in puniſhing 
his body. Thirdly, that Gods att in I/racls ditcomfiturc 
F 2 might 
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(36) . 
might appeare tovall the world to be vpon iuft cauſe. 

Nor doth Iona heere remit eAchan to make his private 
auricular conteſſion to the Prieſt. For ſo eAchans ſinne had 
never come tolight; but had gone cloſe mantled vnder the 
ſtole and ſcale ofconfelſion. So had God loſt his glory ewo 
wayes: Firſt by Achans private confeſſion, in Read of a pub. 
tick: Secondly,by taking his abſolutton froma Pricſt, which 
none can giue, bur God only. Therefore, ſaith Ioſona, Gize 
glory to the Lord God of Iſracl, > make confeſſion vuto him. 

Heere note , that a publicke finnc muſt hauc a publicke 
contcflion to Gods glory. 

Obieftion, But Achans In was private. 

Anſw. Though it were privately committed, yet by be- 

ing publikely puniſhed by thc diuine hand, God had now 
branded it for a publick fin. Thus did God make Davids (in 
publick by an exemplary puniſhment, which he hail com- 
mitted privatelys And thercfore to glorifie God inthe pub- 
licke confeſſion of ic, how many penitentiall Pſalmes did 
David penandleaue recorded, as monuments of his ownc 
trailty, and Gods mercy. | 

Well: y pon Io/ana's tatherly exhortation, Achan maketh 

confeſſion of all, v. 20.21. This was the way for Achanto 
finde mercy with the Lord, even in the midſt of Juſtice. 
Vpon Achans confeſſion, Io/ara preſently ſends,and fin- 
dingallto be trueghe and all 1/zae/ſpeed them tothe execu- 
tion, for the making vp of I/rae/s breach againe.Note here, 
though Ioſhua "ns & him asa father the ſonne, yet this 
his aftetion to Achan did not make To/pna totorget he was 
a Judge, to doe juſtice, inſo weighty a cauſe, that ſo highly 
concerned Gods glory, and I/raels good; yeaalthough A- 
chan were one of the Tribe-royall, namely of Indz, a great 
Prince in I/zae/,yet impartiall juſtice mult proceed againſt 
him, for the expiation of that ſin, which troubled I/ae/: In- 
ſomuch as Ioſaa ſaith vnto him: Why haſt thou troubled vs. 
The Lord ſhall trouble thee this day. 

Againe , note the ſeverity of Tuſtice in the puniſhment 
of Achans(in;not onely himſelte, but his ſonnes and daugh- 
ters, 
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ters, his oxenand Aﬀes, his ſheepe and tepgt and all that hee 
had, were by the Commaundement of the Lord ſtonedwith 
ſtones by all Iſracl,& burned with fire in the valey of Achor; 
{o nf re that occaton ” perperuwam ret memoriam. The 
valley of troublc;becauſe he had troubled Ifracl. Nor may 


this peece of juſtice ſeme vnjuſt. Firſt,becauſc god coman- . 


dcd it. And ſhall not the judge of all the world do right?His 
indgments arc often ſecret,but neuer vniuſt. Yea reaſdn 
makes for the approning of it. For he that by his ſintrou- 
bled all Ifracl, and brought them in danger of deſtrution, 
did hee not juſtly pull diſtraQtion yponhimſelfe, and his 
whole houſe, to be execured by all Iſrael * Nor goeth this 
example alone. The like we ſee executed vpon Chorah and 
his company Namb.16. Here an end then of Achan and his 
finne. 
Whhatfollowcs? A happy ſucceſſe tor I{racl. For, vert. 26. 
No ſooner was the heape of ſtones raiſed ouer Achan, bur 
Gods fauour like the Sun trom vnder a thick cloud breaks 
forth afreſh to Ifracls comfort. So( fayth the Text )the Lord 
rurnea fro the feirceneſſe of bus anger. And for proofte hereof, 
ye haue Iracls victory ouer As. Chap. 8. And that by a ſtrata- 
geme of the Lords owne deuiſing, to take away from the 
Chanaantes all conceipt,that Iſracl fled away at x & firſt for 
teare,but rather in pollicy tointice them outatterwards,and 
loc vtterly with more rage to deftroy them: as the reader 
may obſerue by Iſracls ſecond fiying of purpoſe to incloſe 
the Atanr. 
 Whence note firſt, that {tratagemmes in warre are lawy- 
tull,as to fly for aduantage, to lye in ambuſh and the like; 
yet not tolye for aduantage. Faith once made muft be kept 
with the {hanaaniter, as Ioſaua did with the Gibeomrer; 
thoughthey were 1uſtly made I/-ae/# flaues and drudges, for 
their talſe dealing,pretending tocome from a far countrey 
ſhewing their mouldy brcade and old ſhoes,asPapilts make 
oſteration of their mouldy pretended antiquity. So that on- 
ly the league with the Gibeomres (ſtood firme (though with 
qualificationas ws noted ) becauſe both'it was done of igno« 
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rance(the Lord not being toreconſulted ) a dangerous and 
diſgracefull thing tor 1frael, to enter into leagues, and not 
aske coun{cll of the Lord)and alto ic was done not by Io/oxa 
alone but all the Princes and Elders of 1frael with him rati- 
fyedit, with commonconſent and oath. And it was the 
more firme,becauſc they becomming 1iraels ſeruants, were 


| thereby brought of neceſſity to be of 1ſracls Religion. 


Againe, note from the Lords ſtratageme tor 1iracls vi- 
Rory, that when L{racl plcaſcth the Lord, hee not onely g1- 
ucth them power, but prudence alto and godly pollicy to 
deale with,and ouercome their enimies. It is a bad ſigne,and 
bodes little good to Liracl, when Ifracel manageth not their 
affaires by good countell. It was one of the curles of Elzes 
houſe,that there ſhould not be an old manin it. But liracl is 
cuerin good ſtate, while guided by grauecounſeli. Irisa 
roken of Gods blefling vpon Iiracl: otherwite ofa curic: 
For, Quos perdere vult Deus, hos prins dementat. And a woc 
is to that land, whoſe Rulers are childrenas the wile man 
{layth. 

Inaword, liraelnow proſpereth, whitherſocuer their 
armies march;now, that Achans in, which troubled Ifracl, 
1s purged out: Now thatthe Babyloniſh garment, with the 
reliques of Canaans/> idolatry is purged with tire,as Kome 
was wont to purge Iſracls Saints & Martyrs : Now, that the 
golden wedge of facriledge is expiated by a kind ofreſtitu- 
tion. Now, doth God goe forth with Iiracls armiesz Now 
may Iſrael fay boldly, Exxrgar Dews, diſſipentur inimici, 
ſtamping it not intheir coyne, but in their colours: Now, 
lefſe Nawmesby Sea, leſſe Armies by land ſhall be terrible to 
the enimie, which before returned home in their derifion. 
Now ſhall oneof Iſrael chaſe a thouſand, and two pur ren 
thouſand to flight: Fox their Rocke 1s not as ourRocke,cucn 
our enimics themſelues being tudges. 

Thus haue we ſcene Iiraels faſt, and Hracls fat. Ifracls 
diſcawfiture, moued Toba and the Elders of Ifrael to a 
falt:their talt ſopiouſly performed, moued the Lord ro tir 


them vp to remoue the cauſe of Iſracls trouble : the caute 
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-*:noued, made Iſrael proſperous inall their 
' hus Iſrael doe, thus Iſrael hauc; which the Gol of 
antto his Iſrael, for the interceſſion of Iſtaels 7o- 


t Gods right hand, cuen Teſus Chriſt, to whom 


vith the Father, and their Spirit, three Per. 


ſons and one enerliuing God be ren- 
dred of Iſrael, as —_ due,al may 
nour and glory, power and 
praiſe,dignity and do- _ 
minton for euer- 
more Amen. 


FIN IS. 


